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Abstract: In this paper, based on integer-order Hindmarsh–Rose (HR) neurons under an electric field,
the fractional-order model is constructed, and the nonlinear term is decomposed by the Adomian
decomposition method, and the numerical solution of the system is obtained. The firing behavior of
the neuron model is analyzed by using a phase diagram, interspike interval (ISI) bifurcation diagram,
sample entropy (SE) complexity, and largest Lyapunov exponent (LLE). Based on the sliding mode
control theory, a chaos synchronization controller of the system is designed. Matlab simulation results
show that the controller is realizable and effective, and also has the characteristic of fast response,
which provides a reference for the control and application of a memristor neural network system.

Keywords: fractional-order HR neurons; ISI bifurcation diagram; firing; synchronous control

1. Introduction

The nervous system of the brain is a complex information network composed of a
large number of neurons. It processes and codes the received information through the
release of neurons, and then transforms it into nerve impulses, so as to contact and regulate
the functions of various biological systems and organs, so the discharge activity of neurons
plays an important role in the biological regulation system [1,2]. Since Professor Walter
Freeman, a molecular neurobiologist at the University of California, Berkeley, put forward
the concept of neurodynamics more than 20 years ago, it has become the mainstream
research method to study the activities of cognition and the nervous system with the theory
and method of dynamics [3].

In order to speed up the study of neurons, scientists build mathematical models to
simulate the behavior of neurons. At the beginning of the 20th century, Louis Lapicque
proposed a simplified low-dimensional integrate-and-fire (IF) neuron model [4]. In 1952,
two outstanding biological scientists, Hodgkin and Huxley, made a famous physiologi-
cal experiment in the neurology-voltage clamp experiment, and constructed the current
Hodgkin–Huxley (H–H) neuron model [5]. Considering the complexity and difficulty of
the four-dimensional neuron model, the scientists FitzHugh and Nagumo constructed a
widely used low-variable simplified FHN neuron mathematical model, which can well
present the neuron discharge activity through a numerical simulation [6,7]. In 1982, Hind-
marsh and Rose [8] established a widely used three-variable HR neuron model. With
people’s research on memristors, neuron models based on memristors have appeared one
after another. Bao et al. [9] studied an HR neuron system, described the electromagnetic
induction phenomenon with memristors, and studied its hidden dynamic behavior with
bifurcation and Lyapunov exponent methods. Lv et al. [10] introduced memristors into
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the Hindmarsh–Rose (HR) model, and proposed a four-dimensional HR neuron model
to describe the influence of electromagnetic induction on neuron activity. Wu et al. [11]
introduced magnetic flux into the FitzHugh–Nagumo model to describe the electromag-
netic induction effect and, at the same time, used memristors to realize the feedback of
magnetic flux to the membrane potential of myocardial tissue. Wang et al. [12] studied the
dynamic response and stochastic resonance of electrical activity under the influence of elec-
tromagnetic induction and white noise in the Hodgkin–Huxley (H–H) model. Li et al. [13],
according to the HR neuron model, constructed a fractional-order HR memristive neuron
model, and analyzed the multistable behavior of the model by using tools such as an
attraction basin and phase diagram.

As we all know, fractional calculus is a special case of integral calculus, which can
accurately describe many phenomena in nature, such as damping and long-term memory.
For neurons, fractional order can accurately describe the information transmission and
coding characteristics of neurons. In [14], the fractional-order operator is introduced to
construct the fractional-order neuron model, and it is found that the fractional order can
trigger different neural activity behaviors, and the phase of the system is realized by FPGA.
Yu et al. [15] constructed a fractional-order HR model without an equilibrium point, in
which hidden periodic and chaotic explosion behaviors were found, and the fast and slow
differential dynamics of the model were also analyzed through the disturbance of small
parameters. Fu et al. [16] constructed a fractional-order memristive HR neuron model,
analyzed the multistable discharge behavior of fractional-order neurons, and expounded
the influence of the proportional coefficient K on the multistable state of the system. All of
the above results show that fractional operators have an important influence on the firing
behavior of neurons. There are similar reports in many other documents [17–20].

Reference [21] considers the influence of a bipolar membrane and the synchronization
of two neurons, and adopts master stability functions to realize the synchronization of two
neurons. Reference [22] considers the coupling and delay of two HRs, and adopts a convex
optimization algorithm to design and synchronize two neuron models, and realizes the
synchronization effect. There are many control algorithms about the synchronization of a
neuron model system, but most of them are designed based on the integer-order neuron
model [23–31] .

Inspired by the above, some references have introduced the fractional-order algorithm
to construct an HR neuron model, but the fractional order of an HR neuron under an electric
field has not been studied, and this kind of neuron under an electric field is more in line
with brain nerve activity, so it is necessary to introduce fractional order to consider neuron
coding and prediction. Realizing neuron synchronization through a simple controller is
also a problem that needs to be solved. In this paper, based on the memory properties
of neurons, a fractional model with an electromagnetic field HR is proposed for the first
time. According to this parameter, the maximum range of burst firing can be found, and
the synchronization of the information transmission of neurons can be realized by sliding
mode control.

In this study, we focus on the control and firing of fractional-order Hindmarsh–Rose
(HR) neurons in an electromagnetic field based on the Adomian decomposition algorithm.
The paper is organized as follows: In Section 2, the fractional-order HR neurons are
presented, and the solution of this system is derived based on the Adomian decomposition
method, and a numerical solution of the fractional-order HR neurons system is obtained.
Finally, we summarize the results and indicate future directions. In Section 3, the firing
behaviors of neurons are analyzed by an ISI bifurcation diagram, phase diagram, and time
series diagram, and the solution method of the Lyapunov exponent of fractional-order
neurons is also given. In Section 4, we give the synchronization control algorithm of two
neurons through a sliding mode control algorithm, and prove the effectiveness of the
algorithm. In the last section, we give the conclusion of this study.
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2. Solution of Fractional-Order HR Neuron
2.1. Adomian Decomposition Method

For a class of continuous autonomous fractional chaotic systems [32],

Dq
t0

x(t) = f (x(t)) + G

rewrite Dq
t0

x(t) as follows: 
∗Dq

t0
x(t) = Lx + Nx + G

x(k)
(
t+0
)
= bk, k = 0, . . . , m− 1

m ∈ N, m− 1 < q < m

(1)

where Dto
q is a fractional-order operator, L is a linear part of the system, N is a nonlinear

part of system (1), and G is a constant part of the system. x(t) = [x1(t), x2(t), . . . , xn(t)]
T ,

G = [g1, g2, . . . , gn]
T , bk is the initial condition of the fractional-order system (1). Both sides

of Equation (1) are operated by a Jq
t0

integral operator, and the results are as follows:

x = Jq
t0

Lx + Jq
t0

Nx + Φ (2)

Among them, Φ = ∑m−1
k=0 bk

(t−t0)
k

k! is the initial value. According to the basic definition and
theorem of the Adomian decomposition method, the numerical solution of system (1) is as
follows:

x(t) =
∞

∑
i=0

xi = F(x(t0)) (3)

The nonlinear part Nx(t) of system (1) is decomposed by Adomian, and the expression is
Ai

j =
1
i!

[
di

dλi N
(

vi
j(λ)

)]
λ=0

vi
j(λ) =

i

∑
k=0

(λ)kxk
j

(4)

The nonlinear term can be expressed as

Nx =
∞

∑
i=0

Ai
(

x0, x1, · · · , xi
)

(5)

The numerical solution of the system is

x =
∞

∑
i=0

xi = Jq
t0

L
∞

∑
i=0

xi + Jq
t0

N
∞

∑
i=0

Ai + Jq
t0

g + Φ (6)

Derive the relationship as [32]

x0 = Jq
t0

g +
m−1

∑
k=0

bk
(t− t0)

k

k!

x1 = Jq
t0

Lx0 + Jq
t0

A0
(

x0
)

x2 = Jq
t0

Lx1 + Jq
t0

A1
(

x0, x1
)

...

xi = Jq
t0

Lxi−1 + Jq
t0

Ai−1
(

x0, x1 · · · xi−1
)

...

(7)
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2.2. HR Neuron Model

In 1952, Hindmarsh and Rose [5] proposed a two-dimensional HR neuron model that
described neurons by differential equations. This neuron model is a generalization of the
FHN model on the basis of the HH model. The classic HR neuron model is as follows:

ẋ = y− ax3 + bx2 + I

ẏ = c− dx2 − y
(8)

In 1984, when Hindmarsh and Rose applied a depolarization circuit to resting neurons,
they found that action potentials were generated [8,33]. Therefore, three equilibrium points
and a limit cycle were added to the two-dimensional model, and a differential equation
with a slow time scale was used to regulate the transition and repeated discharge of a
cluster of resting neurons, thus reconstructing the neuron model, which can describe the
irregular behavior of mollusk neurons more accurately. The three-dimensional HR neuron
model is described as follows [33]:

ẋ = y− ax3 + bx2 + I − z

ẏ = c− dx2 − y

ż = r(s(x− x1)− z)

(9)

where a, b ,c, d, r, s, and x1 are constants. The state variable x represents membrane
potential, the state variable y represents fast currents, the state variable z represents slow
currents, and the neuron parameter I represents external current.

Based on the HR neuron model, considering the influence of the external electromag-
netic field on the change of membrane potential, the neuron model is reconstructed as
follows [10]:

ẋ = y− ax3 + bx2 + I − z

ẏ = c− dx2 − y + k0w

ż = r(s(x− x)− z)
ẇ = k1y− k2w

(10)

where w is an electromagnetic magnetic flux.

2.3. Fractional-Order HR Neuron Model

Introducing fractional calculus calculation, fractional-order Hindmarsh–Rose neurons
in an electromagnetic field: 

Dq
t0

x = y− ax3 + bx2 + I − z

Dq
t0

y = c− dx2 − y + k0w

Dq
t0z = r(s · (x− x1)− z)

Dq
t0w == k1y− k2w

(11)

According to the basic theorem of fractional-order calculus, the q-order (0 < q < 1)
integral of system (11) is as follows:

x = Ja
t0

y− Ja
t0

ax3 + Ja
t0

bx2 + I − Jq
t0

z + x0

y = c− Ja
t0

dx2 − Ja
t0

y + Ja
t0

k0w + y0

z = Jq
t0

r(s(x− x̄1)− z) + z0

w = Jq
t0

k1y− Jq
t0

k2w

(12)
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where the initial condition of the system is (x0, y0, z0, w0). According to the Adomian
decomposition method, the nonlinear term can be decomposed as follows:

x2 = A0
11 + A1

11 + A2
11 + · · ·+ Ai

11

= x0 + 2x0x1 + 2x2x0 + x2
1 + · · ·+

i

∑
v=0

xi−vxv

x3 = A0
12 + A1

12 + A2
12 + · · ·+ Ai

12

= x0 + 3x1x2
0 + 3x2

1x0 + 3x2
0x1 + · · ·+

i

∑
v,j=0

xi−v−jxjxv

(13)

Substituting Equations (13) into Equation (12), it is written as

x =Ja
t0

y− Jq
t0

a

(
x0 + 3x1x2

0 + 3x2
1x0 + 3x0x1 + · · ·+

2

∑
v=0

xi−v−jxjxv

)

+ Ja
t0

b

(
x0 + 2x0x1 + 2x2x0 + x2

1 + · · ·+
i

∑
v=0

xi−vxv

)

+ I − Jq
t0

(
2

∑
v=0

zv

)
+ x0

y =c− Jq
t0

d

(
x0 + 2x0x1 + 2x2x0 + x2

1 + · · ·+
i

∑
v=0

xi−vxv

)

− Jq
t0

(
i

∑
v=0

yv

)
+ Jq

t0
k0

(
i

∑
v=0

wv

)
+ y0

z =Jq
t0

rs

(
i

∑
v=0

(xv − x̄)− Jq
t0

r

(
i

∑
v=0

zv

)
+ z0

w = = Jq
t0

k1

(
i

∑
v=0

yv

)
− Jq

t0
k2

(
i

∑
v=0

wv

)

(14)

According to the Adomian decomposition method [32], the iterative formula of system
(11) is



xm+1 = xm +
(

ym − ax3
m + bx2

m + I − zm

)
· hq

Γ(q + 1)

+

(
c− dx2

m − ym − a ·
(

ym − ax3
m + bx2

m + I − zm

)3
+ · · ·

]
h2q

Γ(2q + 1)
+ · · ·

ym+1 = ym +
(

c− dx2
m − ym + k0wm

) hq

Γ(q + 1)

+

[
c− d

(
ym − ax3

m + bx2
m + I − zm

)2
+ · · · )

]
h2q

Γ(2q + 1)
+ · · ·

zm+1 = zm + r(sxm − sx− zm)
hq

Γ(q + 1)
+ · · · · · ·

wm+1 = wm + (k1ym − k2wm)
hq

Γ(q + 1)
+ · · · · · ·

(15)


xm+1
ym+1
zm+1
wm+1

 =


c0

10 c1
1 c2

1 c3
1 c4

1
c0

2 c1
2 c2

2 c3
2 c4

2
c0

3 c1
3 c2

3 c3
3 c4

3
c0

4 c1
4 c2

4 c3
4 c4

4

 · F (16)
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where F =
[
1, hq

Γ(q+1) , h2q

Γ(2q+1) , h2q

Γ(3q+1) , h4q

Γ(4q+1)

]T
.

h represents the iterative step size of data calculation. Equation (15) is developed in
the form of infinite series based on the Adomian decomposition method. In the range of
satisfying the error, the finite term is generally used. Therefore, the first four items are used,
and the expression is as follows: 

c0
1 = xm

c0
2 = ym

c0
3 = zm

c0
4 = zm

(17)



c1
1 = c0

2 − a
(

c0
)3

+ b
(

c0
1

)2
+ I − c0

3

c1
2 = c− d ·

(
c0

1

)2
− c0

2 + k0c0
4

c1
3 = r · s

(
c0

1 − x
)
− r · c0

3

c1
4 = k1c0

2 − k2c0
4

(18)



c2
1 = c1

2 − 3ac1
1

(
c0

1

)2
+ 2bc0

1c1
1 + I − c1

3

c2
2 = c− 2dc0

0c1
1 − c1

2 + k0c1
4

c2
3 = rs

(
c1

1 − x
)
− rc1

3

c1
4 = k1c1

2 − k2c1
4

(19)



c3
1 = c2

2 − 3
(

c1
1

)2
c0

1
Γ(2q + 1)
Γ2(q + 1)

− 3
(

c0
1

)2
c2

1

+ b
[

2c0
1c2

1 + (c1)
2 Γ(2q + 1)

Γ2(q + 1)

]
+ I − c2

3

c3
2 = c− d

[
2c0

1c2
1 +

(
c1

1

)2 Γ(2q + 1)
Γ2(q + 1)

]
− c2

2 + k0c2
4

c3
3 = rs

(
c2

1 − x
)
− rc2

3

c1
4 = k1c2

2 − k2c2
4

(20)



c4
1 = c3

2 − 3
(

c0
1

)2
c3

1 − 6c2
1c1

1c0
1

Γ(3q + 1)
Γ(2q + 1)Γ(q + 1)

−
(

c1
1

)3 Γ(3q + 1)
Γ2(q + 1)

+ b
(

2c1
3c0

1 + 2c2
1c1

1
Γ(3q + 1)

Γ(2q + 1)Γ(q + 1)

)
+ I − c3

3

c4
2 = c · d

(
2c1

3c0
1 + 2c2

1c1
1

Γ(3q + 1)
Γ(2q + 1)Γ(q + 1)

)
− c3

2 + k0c3
4

c4
3 = rs

(
c3

1 − x
)
− rc3

3

c1
4 = k1c3

2 − k2c3
4

(21)

When a = 1.0, b = 3.0, c = 1.0, d = 5.0, s = 4.0, r = 0.006, x1 = −1.61, k0 = 0.1, k1 = 0.2,
k2 = 0.3, and I = 3, fractional-order q changes, Equation (15) is simulated by Matlab, and
the interspike intervals are ISI, and the bifurcation diagram of the system is obtained as
shown in Figure 1. Using the complexity of SE in [32], the characteristics of the neuron
model with fractional-order q are drawn. It can be seen that the complexity of the neuron
model increases with a decrease in order, which indicates that the fractional-order model
can describe neuron characteristics more accurately.
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Figure 1. ISI bifurcation diagram and complexity diagram of the system varying with fractional-order
q: (a) ISI bifurcation diagram and (b) SE complexity diagram.

Therefore, keep thinking, what are the other characteristics and advantages of fractional-
order firing? In order to analyze the influence of fractional order on the neuron model, we set
fractional-order q as 0.6, 0.7, 0.8, and 0.9, respectively, and draw the Interspike interval (ISI)
bifurcation diagram under the change of external stimulus current I, as shown in Figure 2.
As can be seen from Figure 2, the bifurcation diagrams of the systems in different fractional
orders are basically the same, which shows that the basic characteristics of fractional-order
systems are the same as those of integer-order systems. A careful observation of the bifurcation
diagrams of current I under different fractional orders is different, as follows:

Case 1: when q = 0.6, then Ia = 1.31, Ib = 4.04, and ∆I = Ib − Ia = 2.73, as shown in
Figure 2a;

Case 2: when q = 0.7, then Ia = 1.2, Ib = 3.91, and ∆I = Ib − Ia = 2.71, as shown in
Figure 2b;

Case 3: when q = 0.8, then Ia = 1.16, Ib = 3.86, and ∆I = Ib − Ia = 2.7, as shown in
Figure 2c;

Case 4: when q = 0.9, then Ia = 1.13, Ib = 3.82, and ∆I = Ib − Ia = 2.69, as shown in
Figure 2d.

Figure 2. ISI bifurcation diagram under I variation of different fractional-order q: (a) q = 0.6,
(b) q = 0.7, (c) q = 0.8, (d) q = 0.9.
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It can be seen from the above data that as the fractional order decreases, ∆I increases,
indicating that the cluster firing or two-cycle firing may be larger under a fractional order.

In a word, the effect of fractional-order q on the firing of HR neurons is very obvious,
and the range of external stimulation parameters can be wider by fractional-order q, which
is more in line with the actual firing characteristics of neurons.

3. Firing Characteristic Analysis
3.1. Calculation of Lyapunov Exponent of Fractional-Order System

The Lyapunov exponent is an important method to describe the dynamics of a chaotic
system, and it is also one of the quantitative indexes to judge whether it is a chaotic system.
The Lyapunov exponent method for integer-order nonlinear systems is mature, and there
is a Matlab2022b software toolkit to calculate it. However, there is no unified algorithm
for the Lyapunov exponent of fractional-order chaotic systems. Most scientists use the
time series of fractional chaotic systems to solve it, and less consideration is given to
the equation. According to the Adomian decomposition method, this paper rewrites the
fractional nonlinear system as follows:

x(m + 1) = FAdo (x(m)) =



F1Ado(x(m))

F2Ado(x(m))

...

Fn Ado (x(m))

(22)

The Jacobian matrix of iterative Equation (22) is given by as follows:

Jsys =


∂F1Ado

∂x1

∂F1Ado
∂x2

· · · ∂F1Ado
∂xn

∂F2Ado
∂x1

∂F2Ado
∂x2

· · · ∂F2Ado
∂xn

...
...

. . .
...

∂FnAdo
∂x1

∂FnAdo
∂xn

· · · ∂FnAdo
∂xn

 (23)

Through Equation (21), we can see that the more items there are in the Adomian
decomposition algorithm, the more complex the Jacobian matrix of the equation is. For
the convenience of calculation, we use the Jacobian () function in Matlab2022b software to
obtain it and calculate it according to the QR decomposition definition. The process is as
follows [34]:

qr[JMJM−1 . . . J1] = qr[JMJM−1 . . . J2(J1Q0)]

= qr[JMJM−1 · · · J3(J2Q1)][R1]

= qr[JMJM−1 . . . Ji(Ji−1Qi−2)][Ri−1 . . . R2R1]

= · · ·
= QM[RM . . . R2R1] = QMR

(24)

Finally, the Lyapunov exponent is obtained by [34]

Lyk =
1

Nh

N

∑
i=1

ln|Ri(k, k)| (25)

where k is the dimension of the system, k = 1, 2, . . . , n ; h is the iteration time step.

3.2. Firing Characteristic Analysis

In order to study the firing phenomenon of fractional HR neurons under the electric
field of DC stimulation, this paper uses Matlab software to simulate and quantitatively
analyze the generated membrane potential curve, phase diagram, bifurcation diagram
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of the interspike interval (ISI) [9], and largest Lyapunov exponent (LLE) with external
stimulation as variables.

In order to study the influence of the external stimulus DC on the firing characteristics
of neurons, the external stimulus power I is selected as a variable, and its variation range
is 1 ≥ I ≤ 4. Other parameters are fixed values: a = 1.0, b = 3.0, c = 1.0, d = 5.0, s = 4.0,
r = 0.006, x1 = −1.61. Select fractional-order q = 0.95; the bifurcation diagram of its neuron
model is shown in Figure 3, and the maximum Lyapunov exponent is shown in Figure 2.

From the bifurcation diagram, we can see that there are many chaotic regions repre-
sented by q = 0.95, and this explosive discharge activity is extremely likely to occur. At the
same time, when I is from 3.2 to 3.7, the periodic burst firing and chaos burst firing appear
alternately in the model, and the LLE of the chaotic system is greater than 0.

Figure 3. ISI bifurcation diagram and LLE of the system when I changes: (a) Interspike interval (ISI)
bifurcation diagram and (b) LLE.

When I = 1, it can be seen from the bifurcation diagram that the system is not in the
firing state, and we have drawn the phase diagram and time series of neurons at this time
as shown in Figure 4. It can be seen that the system is at rest at this time, and the brain is
resting or sleeping at this time.

Figure 4. Phase diagram and time series of neuron firing when I = 1: (a) phase diagram and
(b) time series.

Figure 5a,b show the neurodynamic behavior when I = 2. It can be seen from Figure 5a
that neurons show a periodic bursting pattern. Its bursting period is about 144 s, and there
are about 5 spikes in a bursting period. The dependence of this number on I needs further
study. In another bursting period, the interspike interval changes one after another, ranging
from about 6 to 14 time units. From the point of view of nonlinear dynamics, the behavior
of neurons is a kind of multiperiod oscillation behavior. The phase diagram in Figure 5a
shows this multiperiod behavior more clearly, and it is a kind of burst firing behavior.
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Figure 5c,d show the neurodynamic behavior when I = 3. It can be seen from Figure 5c
that neurons show a periodic bursting pattern. Its bursting period is about 143 s, and there
are about 8 spikes in a bursting period. In another bursting period, the interspike interval
changes one after another, ranging from about 6 to 15 time units. From the point of view of
nonlinear dynamics, the behavior of neurons is a kind of multiperiod oscillation behavior.
The phase diagram in Figure 5c shows this multiperiod behavior more clearly, and it is a
kind of burst firing behavior.

Figure 6a,b show the neurodynamic behavior when I = 3.53. It can be seen from
Figure 6a that neurons show a periodic bursting pattern. Its bursting period is about
120 s, and there are about 4 spikes in a bursting period. The dependence of this number
on I needs further study. In another bursting period, the interspike interval changes one
after another, ranging from about 5 to 14 time units. From the point of view of nonlinear
dynamics, the behavior of neurons is a kind of multiperiod oscillation behavior. The phase
diagram in Figure 6a shows this multiperiod behavior more clearly, and it is a kind of burst
firing behavior.

Figure 6c,d show the neurodynamic behavior when I = 3.72. It can be seen from
Figure 6c that neurons show a chaos bursting pattern.

Figure 7a,b show the neurodynamic behavior when I = 3.8. It can be seen from
Figure 7a that neurons show a periodic spiking pattern. Its spiking period is 2. At this time,
the neuron state is double-period.

Figure 7c,d show the neurodynamic behavior when I = 4. It can be seen from Figure 7c
that neurons show a periodic spiking pattern. Its spiking period is 1. At this time, the
neuron state is single-period.

Figure 5. Chaotic attractor and firing time series of model (1) with q1 = 0.99, I = 2 or I = 3: (a) chaotic
attractor when I = 2; (b) firing time series I = 2; (c) chaotic attractor when I = 3; (d) firing time series
I = 3.
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Figure 6. Chaotic attractor and firing time series of model (1) with q1 = 0.99, I=3.53 or I = 3.72:
(a) chaotic attractor when I = 3.53; (b) firing time series I = 3.53; (c) chaotic attractor when I = 3.72;
(d) firing time series I = 3.72.

Figure 7. Chaotic attractor and firing time series of model (1) with q1 = 0.99, I=3.8 or I = 4: (a) chaotic
attractor when I = 3.8; (b) firing time series I = 3.8; (c) chaotic attractor when I = 4; (d) firing time
series I = 4.
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4. Design of Sliding Mode Controller
4.1. Full Controller

With system (11) as the driving system, the response system is designed as follows on
the third row: 

Dq
t x1 = y1 − ax3

1 + bx2
1 + I − z¯ + u1

Dq
t y1 = c− dx2

1 − y1 + k0w + u2

Dq
t z1 = r(s(x− x)− z)) + u3

Dq
t w1 = k1y− k2w + u4

(26)

The definition error e1 = x1 − x, e2 = y1 − y, e3 = z1 − z, e4 = w1 − w, which is
obtained by subtracting the above two formulas.

Dq
t e1 = e2 + a

(
x3 − x3

1

)
+ b
(

x2
1 − x2

)
− e3 + u1

Dq
t e2 = d

(
x2 − x2

1

)
− e2 + k0e4 + u2

Dq
t e3 = rse1 − re3 + u3

Dq
t w1 = k1e2 − k2e4 + u4

(27)

Lemma 1. Assuming that x̂ = 0 is the equilibrium point of the fractional-order system Dα
t x(t) =

f (t, x(t)), D ⊂ Rn an area containing the origin, if Lyapunov function V(t, x(t)) : [0, ∞)×D →
R is a continuous derivable function, and the local Lipschitz condition is satisfied with respect to x,
the following conditions hold:
(1) α1‖x(t)‖a ≤ V(t, x(t)) ≤ α2‖x(t)‖ab

(2) kV1/β(t, x(t)) ≤ α3‖x‖ab;
(3) Dα

t V(t, x(t)) ≤ −α3‖x‖ab;
where α ∈ (0, 1); αi(i = 1, 2, 3), a, b, k, and β are arbitrary normal numbers. Then the system is

stable for a finite time, and the stable time of the system satisfies ≤
(

β(α+1)
k(β−1)Vβ−1/β(0, x0)

) 1
α .

Theorem 1. Design sliding surface s(t) = e1 + e2, the input is

u1 = −e1 − e2 + e3 + a
(

x3
1 − x3

)
− b
(

x2 − x2
1

)
u2 = d

(
x2

1 − x2
)
− k0e4

u3 = −rse1 + (r− 1)e3

u4 = −k2e2 + (k1 − 1)e4

(28)

System (10) is synchronized with sliding mode (26) in finite time, where≤
(
(q+1)√

2

√
‖s(0)‖

) 1
q .

Proof. s(t) = 0 on the sliding surface, so e1 = −e2. Substituting the controller u2(t) into
the second equation of Equation (28) gives Dα

t e2 = −e2, so e2 → 0, e1 → 0, e4 → 0.
Substituting the controller u3(t) into the third equation of Equation (11) gives Dα

t e3 = −e3,
so e3 → 0.
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When not on the sliding surface, design V(t) = 1/2 ∗ s2(t), and find the fractional
derivative:

Dq
t V(t) ≤ sDq

t s

= s
(

Dq
t e1 + Dq

t e2

)
= s[

{
−e3 + e2 + a

(
x3 − x3

1

)
+ b
(

x2
1 − x2

)
+ u1

}
+
{

d
(

x2 − x2
1

)
− e2 + u2 + k0e4

}
]

= −s(e1 + e2)

= −|s|2 < 0

(29)

Therefore, Dq
t V(t, s(t)) ≤ −2V(t), according to lemma 1, T ≤

(
(q+1)√

2

√
‖s(0)‖

) 1
q is

obtained after simplification.

4.2. Under Controller

With system (10) as the driving system, the response system is designed as follows:
Dq

t x1 = y1 − ax3
1 + bx2

1 + I − z + u1

Dq
t y1 = c− dx2

1 − y1 + k0w

Dq
t z1 = r(s(x− x)− z)

Dq
t w1 = k1y− k2w

(30)

The definition error e1 = x1 − x, e2 = y1 − y, e3 = z1 − z, e4 = w1 − w, which is
obtained by subtracting the above two formulas.

Dq
t e1 = e2 + a

(
x3 − x3

1

)
+ b
(

x2
1 − x2

)
− e3 + u1

Dq
t e2 = d

(
x2 − x2

1

)
− e2 + k0e4

Dq
t e3 = rse1 − re3

Dq
t w1 = k1e2 − k2e4

(31)

Theorem 2. The design slip surface is s(t) = e3 + e1. The controller is u(t) = −2e1 − e2 − e3 +
a
(

x3 − x3
1
)
− b
(

x2
1 − x2); then system (10) is synchronized with sliding mode (21) in finite time,

where T ≤
(
(q+1)√

2

√
‖s(0)‖

) 1
q .

Proof. S(t) = 0 on the sliding surface, so e1 = −e3. On the other hand, Dα
t e3 = −e1 is

obtained according to the third equation of formula (13), so e3 → 0, e1 → 0.
According to Dq

t e2 = d
(
x2 − x2

1
)
− e2,

(
x2 − x2

1
)
= −d(x + x1)e1, the trajectory of the

chaotic system is bounded, and e1 → 0, so the second equation of Equation (13) becomes
Dα

t e2 = −e2, e2 → 0.
When not on the sliding surface, design V(t) = 1/2 ∗ s2(t), and find the fractional

derivative:
Dq

t V(t) ≤ sDq
t s

= s
(

Dq
t e1 + e1

)
= s
[
e1 + e2 + a

(
x3 − x3

1

)
+ b
(

x2
1 − x2

)
+ k(z1x1 − zx) + u(t)]
= −s(e1 + e3)

= −|s|2 < 0.

(32)
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Therefore, Dq
t V(t, s(t)) ≤ −2V(t), according to lemma 1, T ≤

(
(q+1)√

2

√
‖s(0)‖

) 1
q is

obtained after simplification.

4.3. Controller Simulation Results

In order to better verify the effectiveness of the controller, we generally use the timing
state of the drive system and the response system and the error diagram of the timing state
to describe it.

When a = 1.0, b = 3.0, c = 1.0, d = 5.0, s = 4.0, r = 0.006, x1 = −1.61, k0 = 0.1, k1 = 0.2,
k2 = 0.3, and I = 3.53, the system is in a chaotic state, and the initial values are [0.1,0.2,0.1,0.4]
and [4,2,5,4] without the controller; the time series and error diagram of two fractional-
order neuron models are shown in Figure 8. As can be seen from Figure 8, the initial values
of the response system are different, and the states are particularly different without a
controller, which means that the system is lazy to the initial values, which is in line with
the chaotic nature, and also shows that the neuron model is chaotic under this parameter.

Initial values are [0.1,0.2,0.1,0.4] and [4,2,5,4]. The full controller is simulated by
Matlab, and the synchronization results and error results are shown in Figure 9a,b. The
under controller is simulated by Matlab, and the synchronization results and error results
are shown in Figure 9c,d. As can be seen from the figure, both controllers can achieve
the same effect, and the simulation results show its realizability and the effectiveness of
the controller. The full controller can achieve control within 5 s, the under controller can
achieve control within 3 s, and the under controller is superior to the full controller in time
rapidity. In addition, the effect of the under controller is better (faster) than that of the
full controller, which shows that for complex systems, control can be realized by simple
controllers in a short time, and these controllers can be realized by external circuits of
neurons and act as external stimulus currents.

Figure 8. System time series and error diagram without controller: (a) time series and (b) system
error diagram.
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Figure 9. System variable synchronization state diagram and error diagram: (a) synchronization state
diagram with full controller, (b) system error diagram with full controller, (c) synchronization state
diagram with under controller, (d) system error diagram with under controller.

5. Conclusions

In this work, the fractional-order HR neuron system is numerically solved by the
Adomian decomposition method, the phase diagram and ISI bifurcation diagram of the
neuron model are drawn, various firing behaviors of the system are analyzed, and the
influence of fractional order on the system firing is also expounded. At the same time, the
dynamic behavior of the system is analyzed by using the LLE and complexity. Through the
above analysis, it is concluded that the fractional order affects the range of external stimulus
current, and the lower the fractional order, the larger the range of external stimulus current
corresponding to chaos and burst firing. In addition, the sliding mode control algorithm is
used to design the full controller and the under controller of the system, and Matlab is used
to simulate the controller. The simulation results illustrate the realizability of the controller,
and it is found that the short time response of the controller is better, and the research
results provide theoretical support for the coding of neurons and information transmission.

On the basis of the research, we can study the dynamics and firing behavior of
the neural network formed by the coupling of multiple fractional-order neurons, and
also study the influence of the firing behavior of each neuron. Of course, the research
method of fractional calculus adopted in this paper can also be applied to the engineering
field [35–37].
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