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Abstract: Large quantities of gas resources have been found in the Paleo-Mesozoic carbonate rocks
in the Sichuan Basin. However, many wells cannot obtain high production in deep low porosity-
permeability reservoirs. For this contribution, we provide a steerable pyramid method for identifying
the fault damage zone in the Kaijiang–Liangping platform margin, which is infeasible by conventional
seismic methods. The results show that steerable pyramid processing could enhance the seismic fault
imaging and a series of NW-trending strike-slip faults are found along the trend of the carbonate
platform margin. The steerable pyramid attribute presents distinct vertical and horizontal boundaries
of the fault damage zone, and heterogeneous intensity of an un-through-going damage zone. The
width of the fault damage zone is generally varied in the range of 100–500 m, and could be increased to
more than 1000 m in the fault overlap zone, intersection area, and fault tips. Further, the fault damage
zone plays a constructive role in the high gas production in the deep tight carbonate reservoir. The
results suggest the steerable pyramid method is favorable for identifying the weak strike-slip faults
and their damage zone. The width of the fault damage zone is closely related to fault displacement,
and the much wider damage zone is generally influenced by the fault overlapping and interaction.
The fractured reservoirs in the fault damage zone could be a new favorable exploitation domain in
the Sichuan Basin.

Keywords: steerable pyramid processing; strike-slip fault; fault damage zone; fractured reservoir;
carbonate exploitation; Sichuan Basin

1. Introduction

A large fault damage zone generally comprises a narrow fault core and a wide damage
zone that can be more than several kilometers [1,2]. The fracture network develops well
along the fault damage zone and affects the fault zone’s mechanical and petrophysical
properties [1–4]. The fracture can greatly enhance the reservoir permeability and porosity
and is of great importance in the deep (>4500 m) tight matrix reservoirs [5–9]. In the deep
subsurface, seismic attributes (such as coherence, amplitude, variance, curvature, etc.) play
an important role in describing the fault damage zone and its fractured reservoirs [10–16].
Recently, seismic process methods, such as maximum likelihood, structural tensor, and
illumination have been used to image the deep fault damage zone and fractured reser-
voirs [8,9,17]. These methods could describe the envelope of the fault damage zone and
the intensely fractured reservoirs in the deep subsurface. However, seismic character-
ization of the small fracture network is still a big challenge [8,9], which constrains the
understanding of the ”sweet spot” of the fractured reservoir and oil/gas exploitation in the
deep subsurface.

The Permian-Triassic reef-shoal reservoir is a major exploration and development
domain in the Sichuan Basin, SW China [18,19]. Large gas fields in Puguang, Long-
gang, and Yuanba areas have been discovered in reef-shoal reservoirs along the Kaijiang–
Liangping platform margins [19–21]. Several studies described the reef-shoal microfacies
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and reservoirs along the platform margins and proposed a microfacies-controlled reservoir
model [18–23]. Some studies suggested that dolomitization had an important effect on the
reef-shoal reservoir [24,25]. Further, dissolution porosity has become more important in
the deep subsurface [21,23,26]. The seismic technologies of seismic amplitude attribute,
bright spot, and prestack inversion have been used for reservoir description [21,27,28].
Although many techniques have been performed, there are still many low-production wells
in the deep tight matrix reservoirs. On the other hand, a few wells that penetrated the
fractured reservoirs could yield high gas production shown by the core investigation and
production data [21,29]. This way, the “sweet spot” of the fractured reservoir could be a
favorable target in the exploitation of the tight carbonate reservoir. In this area, several
NE-trending thrust-fold belts have been found [21], but no strike-slip fault and related
damage zone have been found yet. Considering little information on whether there is a
large-scale fractured reservoir in the intracratonic basin, the seismic identification of the
fault damage zone is a major issue in deep fractured reservoir exploitation.

For this purpose, we proposed a steerable pyramid method to identify the strike-slip
fault and related damage zone in the Kaijiang–Liangping platform. With seismic-geological
modeling and mapping of the fault damage zone, we suggested that the “sweet spot” of
the fractured reservoir is a new favorable domain for gas development in the intracratonic
Sichuan Basin.

2. Geological Background

The Sichuan Basin is an intracratonic basin in the northwestern Yangtze terrane, SW
China (Figure 1a). This basin experienced a multi-stage tectonic-sedimentary cycle closely
related to the opening-closing cycles from the Proto-Tethyan to Neo-Tethyan oceans [30–32].
In the process of multi-stage tectonic evolution, multiple unconformities developed among
the Ediacaran-Cenozoic strata in the basin (Figure 1b). A series of fault-related structures
formed in the periphery of the basin, and the central intracratonic basin presented a broad
paleo-uplift [30].

The intracratonic Sichuan Basin has progressively deposited Ediacaran-Ordovician
carbonates (Figure 1b). The central paleo-uplift formed in the Late Caledonian in the Late
Ordovician-Silurian and subsequently absent in the Silurian-Carboniferous by the late
Caledonian movement [30–32]. The Permian-Lower Triassic marine carbonates widely
occur and are overlain by Mesozoic siliciclastic rocks through the Sichuan Basin. In the
late Yanshanian movement during the Late Cretaceous and Himalayan movement from
the Neogene, the intracratonic basin uplifted to form regional unconformities and strata
gap (Figure 1). The Sichuan Basin has superior hydrocarbon accumulation conditions, with
several sets of high-quality hydrocarbon source systems, such as the Upper Ediacaran-
Lower Cambrian, Lower Silurian, Permian, Upper Triassic, and Lower Jurassic [33,34].
Carbonate gas reservoirs have been found in the Ediacaran, Cambrian, Carboniferous, and
Permian-Triassic. In addition, the Silurian and Cambrian shale gas, Upper Triassic tight
gas, and Jurassic tight oil/gas constitute multi-layer superimposed accumulations, which
have become major gas exploration and development domains in China [35].

The Permian-Triassic reef-shoal facies are well developed along the Kaijiang–Liangping
platform margins in the northern Sichuan Basin (Figure 1). Due to regional rifting occurring
in the Middle Permian, a shallow SW-trending depression was gradually formed along a
basement fault zone [22,23,36]. This intracratonic depression growth reached the peak at
the deposited period of the Changxing Formation in the Late Permian and finally drowned
gradually in the deposit period of the Feixianguan Formation in the Early Triassic [21–24].
The gentle carbonate ramps began to develop in the early period of the Changxing For-
mation and evolved into rimmed platform margins in the middle-late deposit period of
the Changxing Formation (Figure 1c). The Changxing Formation is more than 300 m thick
and comprises mudstone, bioclastic limestone, reef limestone, and thin dolomite. The
sponge skeleton reef and sponge baffle reef occurred along the platform margins and were
sporadic in the intraplatform [21,23]. Bioclastic shoals developed through the platform
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margins and in the intraplatform. The Lower Triassic Feixianguan Formation consists of
mudstone, oolitic limestone, and dolomite. Oolitic shoals developed in the early stage
of the Feixianguan Formation and then gradually evolved into a restricted platform [22].
Both sides of the platform margins are favorable for the development of Permian-Triassic
reef-shoal microfacies controlled by the carbonate reservoir distribution along the plat-
form margins [36]. On the other hand, dolomitization, penecontemporaneous dissolution,
and burial dissolution have enhanced the reef-shoal reservoirs with a large amount of
secondary porosity [21–26]. In this way, the porosity and permeability of the reef-shoal
reservoirs are variable in large ranges of 2–20% and 0.001–1000 mD, respectively [21–26].
Despite some high gas production wells, there are still many low-production wells in the
deep tight matrix reservoirs. The Permian-Triassic reef-shoal bodies along the platform
margins have been described by seismic technologies [21,27,28]. Due to the low reso-
lution of the deep seismic data and the influence of Triassic evaporite, seismic velocity,
and thrust-fold belt, there are generally ambiguous images of strike-slip faults from the
seismic section.
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Figure 1. (a)The outline of the Kaijiang–Liangping Trough (Inset shows regional location), (b) the
stratigraphic column, and (c) the geological section across the Permian-Triassic platform margin
(revised from References [21,23,32]).
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3. Data and Methods

More than 1000 km2 of 3-D seismic surveys have been carried out in this study area.
The seismic dataset used here has a bin spacing of 25 × 25 m with a main frequency of
30–40 Hz in the Permian carbonates, which are favorable for detailed fault mapping and
seismic reservoir description. The main strata horizons are easily identified in seismic pro-
files and calibrated by more than ten wells. In the seismic resolution, vertical displacement
of more than 10 m could be identified from the seismic sections. The structural complexity
of fault damage zone and seismic resolution issues make identifying small faults and joints
in deep fault damage zones difficult.

In this paper, we use the steerable pyramid [37,38] to extract an attribute that can
reflect the damage zone of a strike-slip fault (Figure 2). The steerable pyramid includes
two steps. The first step uses radial filters in the FK domain to steer seismic data into
several bandpass-filtered components, which have different components corresponding to
different scales. In the second step, planar filters with different directions are applied to
each bandpass-filtered data. The amplitude absolute sum of the directional filtered data
can be used to differentiate geological features [39]. For example, a directional filtered
seismic horizon will have the largest absolute sum (name |q|max) when the filter is parallel
to the horizon and the smallest absolute sum (name |q|min) when the filter is perpendicular
to the horizon. For completeness, we denote |q|mid as the amplitude absolute sum of the
filtered data with a filter direction perpendicular to the above two filters. It is easy to see
that a seismic horizon follows the relationship |q|max � |q|mid ≈ |q|min. Using the notations
given above, the attribute for the strike-slip fault damage zone is given as:

|q|mid − |q|min
|q|max

. (1)
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Figure 2. (a) Seismic process flowchart by the steerable pyramid method in this study area; (b) the
flow diagram of a process in steerable pyramid processing.

This attribute is proposed by Mathewson and Hale (2008) to describe the local linear
geological bodies such as channels [39]. In seismic data, the empirical experiments show
that the attribute can also describe the strike-slip fault damage zone. The strike-slip fault
breaks the planarity of the seismic horizon and thus increases the |q|mid as well as the
attribute a little bit. More importantly, the attribute decreases to nearly zero when a data
point moves from the strike-slip fault to the seismic horizon, making it a good indicator
of the fault damage zone. In addition, it can be used to distinguish small-scale faults and
joint assemblage, which is helpful for the description of internal structures in fault damage
zones. On seismic profiles, the fault original strata layer is discontinuous with ambiguous
wave impedance interface in the carbonate rocks. Generally, displacement across faults is
small (<60 m), reflected on the seismic lines as not showing an obvious slip surface but
rather a wide damage zone.
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The workflow implemented in this research uses the steerable pyramid attribute with
well data calibration. The fault damage zone boundary is constrained by the fracture
elements shown in the well data. Generally, there is a breakup of the threshold value of the
steerable pyramid attribute along the boundary of the fault damage zone. The stronger the
fractured carbonate, the greater the intensity of the steerable pyramid amplitude attribute
will be. In this way, the steerable pyramid amplitude attribute can be used to distinguish the
fractured reservoirs along the fault damage zone from the surrounding rocks. In addition,
steerable pyramid amplitude attributes in vertical strengthening along the strike-slip fault
zone can suppress the influence of other geological factors (such as rivers, reef-shoal facies,
etc., which have a shorter longitudinal extension than the fault damage zone), which helps
the description of the fault damage zone. The seismic processing flowchart is as Figure 2.

4. Characteristics of the Strike-Slip Fault and Related Fault Damage Zones
4.1. The Strike-Slip Fault Zone

By the steerable pyramid processing, the seismic resolution has been enhanced for
strike-slip fault identification. The seismic noises could be suppressed to show a clear
vertical fault zone in the deep strata. Some strike-slip faults present clearer fault planes
than the continuous flexural reflection or ambiguous fault reflection in the seismic sections
(Figure 3). Some small faults could also be identified by vertical deflection or offset images.
In the processed seismic planar attributes, the strike-slip fault could be imagined by a more
distinct fault trace. In addition, some vertical chaotic reflections indicate the strike-slip
fault zones. In this way, the seismic steerable pyramid processing enhanced the fault
image accuracy.

Energies 2022, 15, 8131 5 of 13 
 

 

elements shown in the well data. Generally, there is a breakup of the threshold value of 

the steerable pyramid attribute along the boundary of the fault damage zone. The stronger 

the fractured carbonate, the greater the intensity of the steerable pyramid amplitude at-

tribute will be. In this way, the steerable pyramid amplitude attribute can be used to dis-

tinguish the fractured reservoirs along the fault damage zone from the surrounding rocks. 

In addition, steerable pyramid amplitude attributes in vertical strengthening along the 

strike-slip fault zone can suppress the influence of other geological factors (such as rivers, 

reef-shoal facies, etc., which have a shorter longitudinal extension than the fault damage 

zone), which helps the description of the fault damage zone. The seismic processing 

flowchart is as Figure 2. 

4. Characteristics of the Strike-Slip Fault and Related Fault Damage Zones 

4.1. The Strike-Slip Fault Zone 

By the steerable pyramid processing, the seismic resolution has been enhanced for 

strike-slip fault identification. The seismic noises could be suppressed to show a clear ver-

tical fault zone in the deep strata. Some strike-slip faults present clearer fault planes than 

the continuous flexural reflection or ambiguous fault reflection in the seismic sections 

(Figure 3). Some small faults could also be identified by vertical deflection or offset im-

ages. In the processed seismic planar attributes, the strike-slip fault could be imagined by 

a more distinct fault trace. In addition, some vertical chaotic reflections indicate the strike-

slip fault zones. In this way, the seismic steerable pyramid processing enhanced the fault 

image accuracy. 

 

Figure 3. (a) A seismic section and (b) its processed section by steerable pyramid processing in this 

study area (the red arrows indicate strike-slip fault). 

Based on strike-slip fault identification and typical strike-slip fault structural model-

ing, seismic coherence and amplitude attributes were selected to identify strike-slip faults. 

The seismic profile shows that strike-slip faults are mainly distributed from the basement 

to the Triassic (Figures 4 and 5). The strike-slip faults have distinct longitudinal stratifica-

tion characteristics with three structural layers Ordovician-basement, Silurian-Carbonif-

erous, and Permian-Triassic. In different layers, there are different structural styles and 

fault distributions. The lower structural layer is dominated by transtensional faults, and a 

series of strike-slip faults end up in the Ordovician, revealing the early strike-slip fault 

activities. Most of these strike-slip faults developed upward to the bottom of the Permian 

system, and presented the characteristics of transpressional faults, which are different 

from the transtensional faults in the lower part. At the same time, it spreads vertically 

upward to form a wider flower structure in the Permian-Triassic and converges down-

ward into the deep main fault. These faults show significant inherited development 

TW
T 

(s
)

3.2

2.8

2.4

2.0

1.6

TW
T 

(s
)

3.2

2.8

2.4

2.0

1.6

372,400

372,400

372,500

372,500

372,600

372,600

372,700

372,700

800 800

1000 1000

1200 1200

1400 1400

1600 1600

1800 1800

2000 2000

2200 2200

2400 2400

2600 2600

2800 2800

3000 3000

3200 3200

-8000

-4800

-1600

1600

4800

8000

-4000

-2400

-800

800

2400

4000

372,400

372,400

372,500

372,500

372,600

372,600

372,700

372,700

800 800

1000 1000

1200 1200

1400 1400

1600 1600

1800 1800

2000 2000

2200 2200

2400 2400

2600 2600

2800 2800

3000 3000

3200 3200

T1f4

T1f1

T1j22

T3x1

P2ch

P1l

P2l

(a) (b)

T3

T2j

T1f
4

T1f
1-3

P2chP2l
P1

2 km 2 km

Fault zone

Figure 3. (a) A seismic section and (b) its processed section by steerable pyramid processing in this
study area (the red arrows indicate strike-slip fault).

Based on strike-slip fault identification and typical strike-slip fault structural modeling,
seismic coherence and amplitude attributes were selected to identify strike-slip faults. The
seismic profile shows that strike-slip faults are mainly distributed from the basement to
the Triassic (Figures 4 and 5). The strike-slip faults have distinct longitudinal stratification
characteristics with three structural layers Ordovician-basement, Silurian-Carboniferous,
and Permian-Triassic. In different layers, there are different structural styles and fault
distributions. The lower structural layer is dominated by transtensional faults, and a series
of strike-slip faults end up in the Ordovician, revealing the early strike-slip fault activities.
Most of these strike-slip faults developed upward to the bottom of the Permian system,
and presented the characteristics of transpressional faults, which are different from the
transtensional faults in the lower part. At the same time, it spreads vertically upward to
form a wider flower structure in the Permian-Triassic and converges downward into the
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deep main fault. These faults show significant inherited development characteristics, but
there are some differences in profile characteristics and plane combination, representing
different periods of fault activity. A small number of faults extend up to the Triassic system
and spread upward, mainly linear echelon faults, and develop negative flower structure,
weak fault activity for an inherited development.

Energies 2022, 15, 8131 6 of 13 
 

 

characteristics, but there are some differences in profile characteristics and plane combi-

nation, representing different periods of fault activity. A small number of faults extend up 

to the Triassic system and spread upward, mainly linear echelon faults, and develop neg-

ative flower structure, weak fault activity for an inherited development.  

 

Figure 4. Typical seismic section showing three layered fault zones in this study area (T3: the Upper 

Triassic; T1–2: the Lower-Middle Triassic; P: the Permian; O3: the Upper Ordovician). 

 

Figure 5. The strike-slip fault distribution in the Triassic of this study area. 

By structural modeling and strike-slip fault identification, a 3D seismic interpretation 

of the strike-slip fault has been carried out in this study area. We found a series of NW-

trending strike-slip faults developed in the study area (Figure 5). Six NW-trending strike-

slip fault zones developed in the western 3D area and three fault zones in the extended 

eastern more than 50 km. Three NW-trending strike-slip faults have been identified in the 

northeastern area, which may extend to the interior of the trough in the northwest direc-

tion. These strike-slip faults are distributed intermittently, with a total length of 290 km. 

3.2

2.8

2.4

2.0

1.6

4.4

4.0

3.6

1.2

-8000

-4800

-1600

1600

4800

8000

860,100

860,100

860,200

860,200

860,300

860,300

860,400

860,400

860,500

860,500

860,600

860,600

860,700

860,700

860,800

860,800

1000 1000

1200 1200

1400 1400

1600 1600

1800 1800

2000 2000

2200 2200

2400 2400

2600 2600

2800 2800

3000 3000

3200 3200

3400 3400

3600 3600

3800 3800

4000 4000

4200 4200

4400 4400

O3-P

T1-2

T3

TW
T 

(s
)

3 km

Well Strike-slip fault

Reverse fault

Figure 4. Typical seismic section showing three layered fault zones in this study area (T3: the Upper
Triassic; T1–2: the Lower-Middle Triassic; P: the Permian; O3: the Upper Ordovician).
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Figure 5. The strike-slip fault distribution in the Triassic of this study area.

By structural modeling and strike-slip fault identification, a 3D seismic interpretation
of the strike-slip fault has been carried out in this study area. We found a series of NW-
trending strike-slip faults developed in the study area (Figure 5). Six NW-trending strike-
slip fault zones developed in the western 3D area and three fault zones in the extended
eastern more than 50 km. Three NW-trending strike-slip faults have been identified in the
northeastern area, which may extend to the interior of the trough in the northwest direction.
These strike-slip faults are distributed intermittently, with a total length of 290 km. In the
plane, the linear structure mainly composes of the combination of en echelon or oblique
faults, and the strike-slip fault zone has a low through-going, indicating a low maturity
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of strike-slip faults. In a few hard-linked segments, R shear faults occurred along the
major faults, horsetail structure may occur at the fault tips, and a few minimal horst and
graben may occur at localized overlapping zones. The secondary fault generally displays a
linear fault plane with unclear vertical displacement. In this way, the major fault zone can
be mapped by the seismic attributes and fault modeling, but it is difficult to identify the
secondary faults and their assemblages.

4.2. Fault Damage Zone

Although the joints cannot be identified from the seismic profile, the steerable pyra-
mid attribute improved the image of the damage zone by scanning the whole seismic
data volume and calculating the similarity between data samples. In this study, we manu-
ally analyzed the seismic reflection characteristics of fault damage zones and carried out
damage zone strengthening under dip-angle control. In order to characterize the fault
damage zone, a discontinuous attribute body is used to describe the plane and longitudinal
distribution characteristics of the damage zone. In this way, the discontinuous attribute
processed by the steerable pyramid can clearly reflect the vertical and planar distribution
characteristics of the fault damage zone (Figure 6). The integration of this attribute volume
with conventional 3D seismic data can analyze the longitudinal growth and connectivity of
the fault damage zone.
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Figure 6. (a) The original seismic profile (T1f4: the fourth member of Feixianguan Formation of the
Lower Triassic; T: base of the Triassic), and (b) the steerable pyramid attribute profile in the western
Kaijiang-Liangping Trough (the red-green color area shows the fault damage zone, and the blue area
shows the host rock).

In the study area, the fault damage zone is almost vertical along the strike-slip fault
(Figure 6b). The bright color stripes in Figure 6b may present the intensity of the fault
damage zone. The large fault zone generally showed a wide fault damage zone and
stronger deformation intensity. Generally, there are symmetrical damage zones along the
major fault plane. It is noted that the response of the fault damage zone varies vertically
and presents discontinuous seismic waves, which suggests that the fault damage zone
width and intensity changed rapidly in vertical view and has not connected to a through-
going damage zone. By well calibration, we see that the wide damage zone with strong
intensity is generally developed in the Permian-Triassic carbonate rocks. The damage zone
is consistent with the contemporaneous fault activity and feasible damage of the carbonate
rocks. In addition, the unconnected damage zone suggests an immature fault zone and
some oblique fracture assemblages in the vertical view. Their unclear vertical displacement
showed weak deformation.

In plane view, the fault damage zones are distributed along the fault strike (Figure 7).
The fault damage zone width generally varied between 50 and 300 m. The wide fault
damage zone suggests strong interaction and deformation in the overlapping area. The fault
overlap zone with a wider fault zone shows varied deformation and fault combinations. The
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relatively small segments are almost linearly extended with the smaller width. Generally,
the deformation intensity of the fault damage zone varied along the fault strike, consistent
with the vertical attribute, which suggests that the fault zone has segmentation with isolated
fault segments or the unconnected fault zone.
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study area.

By the correction of the combination of the fault damage zone network in the seismic
profile and plane attribute, a 3D visualization map can be formed to show the fault damage
zone (Figure 8). The results show that the steerable pyramid attribute can be used to
describe the spatial network along the fault damage zone. The fracture length, width, and
intensity can be 3D visualized. In the steerable pyramid attribute, there are clear internal
structures and distinct segmentation along the NW-trending fault zone. The major fault
comprises multiple damage zones in overlapping and oblique combinations. The steerable
pyramid attribute shows a better effect than other attributes. Steerable pyramid attributes
can describe small faults and the internal structure in the fault zone and have a certain
effect on the joint prediction that cannot be obtained by coherent attribute.
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Figure 8. Three dimensional visualization of a strike-slip fault damage zone by the steerable pyramid
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5. Discussions
5.1. Seismic Description of Fault Damage Zone

In deep tight reservoirs, seismic technology has been widely used in the fracture
network description [10–17]. Constrained by low-resolution seismic data, the conventional
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seismic methods are generally unfavorable in the identification of deep fractured reservoirs
along the fault damage zones.

In the deep subsurface, the fractured structures along the carbonate strike-slip fault
zone are generally the main targets for productive wells in the Tarim Basin [40,41]. Owing
to the challenge in identifying the fractures from the deep subsurface, the fault damage
zone prediction and description of this fault damage zone are significant for the oil/gas
high production wells in the deep tight carbonate reservoirs. Methods of AFE (Automatic
fault extraction), ant body, and structure tensor were used to describe the carbonate fault
damage zone [8,17]. In this study area, the strike-slip faults with small vertical displacement
(<20 m) are more difficult to identify than the conventional seismic sections. Compared with
other methods, the steerable pyramid processed attribute is sensitive to the fault damage
zone and can better image the boundary of the damage zones. Even without the well
data calibration, the steerable pyramid processed attribute can present clear boundaries
of the fractured reservoir in the damage zone. Through the correlation analysis, there is a
positive correlation between the logging permeability and steerable pyramid processed
attribute value for the fractured reservoirs. In this way, 3D fractured reservoirs can be
obtained from the 3D steerable pyramid processed attribute body (Figure 7). Integrated
with the 3D fractured reservoirs, the relationship between the fractures and reservoirs can
be shown in 3D visualization. For these reasons, the steerable pyramid attribute is helpful
for well trajectory design and drilling monitoring along the fault damage zone in this kind
of reservoir.

In this study area, there are ambiguous seismic responses for the small faults and
damage zone below the thrust-fold belts and thick evaporites. The steerable pyramid
attribute and other seismic attributes are unfavorable in these areas. In addition, many
fault zones in the broad areas showed distinct damage boundaries from the steerable
pyramid attribute (Figures 6–8). However, there are still some fault damage zones that
present unclear damage boundaries. This is possibly related to the small fault damage zone
without internal boundaries in the deep subsurface and/or low seismic resolution in this
area. Due to a few wells penetrating into the fault damage zones, the exact boundaries of
the fault damage zones still need to be confirmed by more wells. Further, a few abnormal
steerable pyramid attributes can be attributed to the microfacies and lithological variation
along the fault damage zones. It noted that the highlighted intense steerable pyramid
attributes are used to indicate the permeable fracture zones or fractured reservoirs. This
could be consistent with the “sweet spot” fracture-cave reservoirs in the Tarim Basin.
However, it needs further drilling to reveal whether they are a “sweet spot” or just filled
fracture zones.

5.2. The Distribution of the Fault Damage Zone and Effect on Carbonate Reservoir

By seismic identification, the carbonate fault damage zones are distributed as band
shapes and fan-shapes along the fault zone. The width and intensity are variable along the
fault strike and in the vertical section (Figures 6–8). This is consistent with the immature en
echelon/oblique faults with low displacement (Figure 5). The width of the fault damage
zones is generally in the range of 100–500 m and could be up to 2000 m in the carbonate
rocks. The results indicate that the higher vertical displacement can be measured in the
seismic section and presents wider damage zone width. This is consistent with a power-law
correlation between the width of the fault damage zone and the fault displacement [2,14],
although the horizontal displacement is hard to be measured by the low-resolution seismic
data. This suggests that the growth of the fault damage zone is closely related to fault
propagation, particularly during the immature period of isolated en echelon/oblique faults.
Further, the fault intersection area, fault overlap zone, and scattered fault tips generally
show wide fault damage zones (Figure 7). With the progressive fault linkage and interaction,
the overlapping and intersection areas are becoming the major deformation and fractured
zones. In this way, a more than 1000 m wide fault damage zone could occur along the
fault zone.
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With the cores and logging data analysis, the fracture network and fractured reservoir
mainly occurred along the fault damage zones and the axis of the fault-related fold. In the
Permian carbonate, the larger the fault scale generally led to the wider the fault damage
zone width. All of the much higher gas production wells have penetrated the fracture
network, in which almost all the wells have fallen into the fault damage zones. The fractures
are characterized by high dip angles along the fault damage zones, and three stages of
fracture activities with carbonate cements, asphaltene filling and un-filled fractures in the
Yuanba Gasfield [28]. Particularly, the dissolution pores developed well along the fractures.
In this way, the permeability could be increased more than 1–2 orders of magnitude,
and the porosity could be enhanced more than one time than the matrix reservoirs. In
addition, hydrocarbon dissolution and later burial dissolution are of great importance in
reservoir improvement, which could be closely related along the fracture network in the
fault damage zone.

In this case, the carbonate reservoirs are at a depth of more than 5000 m. Most primary
porosity has been lost by cementation during burial, with a matrix porosity of the reservoir
being less than 10% and permeability generally less than 2 mD. In this way, the fracture
developed damage zone plays an important role in gas production. Based on strike-slip
fault interpretation, we carried out a variety of seismic attributes and well control inversion
for fractured reservoir identification. The well data indicate that the fault damage zone and
fractured reservoirs are consistent with the stronger steerable pyramid attribute. Owing to
the varied fracture network along the fault damage zone, the fractured reservoir shows
varied steerable pyramid attribute values along the fault damage zone (Figure 8). The
fractured reservoir boundary from the steerable pyramid attribute is notable in the seismic
profile. The relative location is consistent with drilling results from well data. For example,
the well gas production is generally lower than 200,000 m3/d in the study area. However,
well T110 had much higher gas production up to 580, 000 m3/d. Although T110 has not
penetrated a fault zone in other data (Figure 9a), it showed that the well was just through
the fault damage zone in the steerable pyramid processed profile (Figure 9b). On the other
hand, well Q8 is generally thought to have penetrated the intense fault damage zone in the
conventional seismic profile (Figure 9a). However, the gas production is much lower at
158,000 m3/d. In our processed profile (Figure 9b), the well just crosses the weak damage
zone of the Permian carbonates.
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zone. (T1f4: fourth member of the Feixianguan Formation in the Lower Triassic; T1f: base Feixianguan
Formation of the Lower Triassic; P2ch: Changxing Formation of the Permian).
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6. Conclusions

The implementation of the steerable pyramid method in the Sichuan Basin has
shown that:

(1) Steerable pyramid processing enhanced the seismic imaging of the small strike-
slip faults and found a series of NW-trending strike-slip faults in the Kaijiang–
Liangping area.

(2) The steerable pyramid attribute revealed distinct vertical and horizontal boundaries
of the fault damage zone, and the un-through-going fault damage zone in the deep
subsurface. The steerable pyramid method is favorable for the identification of fault
damage zone along the weak strike-slip fault zones.

(3) The width of the fault damage zone generally varied in the range of 100–500 m which
is closely related to fault displacement, and the fault overlapping and interaction
could result in a much wider damage zone.

(4) The fault damage zone could play a constructive role in high gas production in the
deep tight carbonate reservoir and is a new favorable exploitation domain in the
Sichuan Basin.
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