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Abstract: In a wireless power transfer (WPT) system, the power transfer efficiency (PTE) decreases
sharply with the increase in transfer distance. Metamaterials (MMs) have shown great potential to
enhance PTE in mid-range WPT systems. In this paper, we propose two MM slabs of a 3 × 3 array to
enhance the magnetic coupling. The MM unit cell was designed by using square spiral patterns on
a thin printed circuit board (PCB). Moreover, the asymmetric four-coil WPT system was designed
and built based on the practical application scenario of wireless charging for unmanned devices.
The simulation and experimental results show that two MM slabs can enhance power transmission
capability better than one MM slab. By optimizing the position and spacing of two MM slabs, the
PTE was significantly improved at a mid-range distance. The measured PTEs of a system with two
MM slabs can reach 72.05%, 64.33% and 49.63% at transfer distances of 80, 100 and 120 cm. When
the transfer distance is 100 cm, the PTE of a system with MMs is 33.83% higher than that without
MMs. Furthermore, the receiving and load coils were integrated, and the effect of coil offset on PTE
was studied.

Keywords: wireless power transfer; metamaterials; power transfer efficiency

1. Introduction

In recent years, wireless power transfer (WPT) technology has attracted extensive
attention because of its wide application prospects in portable electronic equipment, in-
dustry, medical treatment and other fields [1–4]. Although WPT technology has many
advantages—such as safety, flexibility and reliability—the power transfer efficiency (PTE)
of a WPT system decreases sharply with the increase of charging distance. Thus, researchers
have proposed various methods to increase the PTE of mid-range WPT systems, including
adding repeating coil, ferrite and metamaterial [5–8]. Metamaterial (MM) is an artificial
composite material with special physical properties not possessed in natural materials, for
instance, evanescent wave amplification and negative refractive [9,10].

Most mid-range WPT systems use the magnetic-coupled resonance method, and the
electric and magnetic fields are decoupled. Therefore, it is sufficient to use mu-negative-
magnetic (MNM) MMs for PTE improvement [11–13]. In [14,15], various parameters
of MMs for WPT systems are analyzed by theoretical and electromagnetic simulation.
However, these studies are only based on the simplified model of MMs, which lacks the
verification of practical experiments. In [16], three-dimensional (3D) MNM-MM slabs
were proposed to improve PTE at 27.12 MHz in a WPT system. The double-sided square
spiral structure on the Rogers RO4003C substrate was adopted to achieve negative relative
permeability. Nevertheless, using bulky and heavy 3D MMs leads to increased loss. To
reduce the loss existing in MMs, Ranaweera et al. [17] designed two coupled MM slabs for
evanescent field amplification. The MMs were fabricated by using an array of three-turn
circular spiral resonators on a thin slab. For most MM-based WPT systems, the resonant
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frequencies are set above 6 MHz. However, it is also worth studying the MNM-MMs
operating at the lower megahertz range. Rong et al. [18] researched and built a set of WPT
systems with MNM-MMs working at 2.8 MHz. The MNM-MM can improve the PTE by
18.58% under the best case. However, the PTE improvement obtained by using the MMs
is low. Moreover, these studies have not taken the misalignment tolerance of systems
into consideration. This indicates that further research on the potential of MMs for WPT
systems is needed.

In this paper, a high-efficiency mid-range WPT system with MNM-MMs operating
at 3 MHz is proposed. First, an asymmetric four-coil WPT system was designed. Then,
the optimal MNM-MM unit cell structure was obtained through many simulations. The
proposed MM was realized by using a thin printed circuit board (PCB), which had the
advantages of reducing cost, weight and space. Some parameters—such as the number of
unit cells in an array, the number and position of slabs and the size of the gap between the
slabs—have been analyzed to improve the PTE of the system. Simulation and experimental
results verified that two MM slabs could improve PTE better than one MM slab. The
measured PTEs of systems with MNM-MMs were 72.05%, 64.33% and 49.63% at transfer
distances of 80, 100 and 120 cm, respectively. It should be mentioned that the PTE of
systems with two MM slabs was 33.83% higher than that of those without MMs when the
transfer distance was 100 cm. Finally, we further optimized the load coil, integrated it into
the receiving (Rx) coil and studied the anti-offset capability of WPT systems.

2. Design of Mid-Range WPT Systems with MMs
2.1. Theoretical Analysis

Figure 1a shows a structural schematic diagram of the four-coil WPT system with
MMs. The four-coil WPT system consists of a drive coil, a transmitting (Tx) coil, an Rx coil
and a load coil and can prevent the interference of power supply and load from acting on
transmission coils. The MMs are placed between the Tx and Rx coils. Based on the actual
demand of power supply in a WPT system, a Class-E amplifier was selected as a high-
frequency power supply and connected with a drive coil. The Class-E amplifier has the
advantages of having a simple structure, a high efficiency and a high operating frequency.
It is easy to realize soft switching technology through circuit parameter design [19]. The
equivalent circuit diagram of a four-coil WPT system is presented in Figure 1b. The Class-E
amplifier can be equivalent to AC voltage source VS and internal resistance RS of power
supply in series. The coupling coils are connected in a series with the capacitor to achieve
the resonant state. Ri, Li and Ci (i = 1, 2, 3, 4) are the resistance, self-inductance and
compensation capacitance of the corresponding coil, respectively. RL is the equivalent load
resistance. Mij and kij are the mutual inductance and coupling coefficients of two adjacent
coils, respectively. For the convenience of circuit analysis, the small Mij in the mid-range a
WPT system can be ignored; that is, M13 = M24 = M14 = 0.

Energies 2021, 14, x FOR PEER REVIEW 2 of 11 
 

 

circular spiral resonators on a thin slab. For most MM-based WPT systems, the resonant 
frequencies are set above 6 MHz. However, it is also worth studying the MNM-MMs op-
erating at the lower megahertz range. Rong et al. [18] researched and built a set of WPT 
systems with MNM-MMs working at 2.8 MHz. The MNM-MM can improve the PTE by 
18.58% under the best case. However, the PTE improvement obtained by using the MMs 
is low. Moreover, these studies have not taken the misalignment tolerance of systems into 
consideration. This indicates that further research on the potential of MMs for WPT sys-
tems is needed. 

In this paper, a high-efficiency mid-range WPT system with MNM-MMs operating 
at 3 MHz is proposed. First, an asymmetric four-coil WPT system was designed. Then, the 
optimal MNM-MM unit cell structure was obtained through many simulations. The pro-
posed MM was realized by using a thin printed circuit board (PCB), which had the ad-
vantages of reducing cost, weight and space. Some parameters—such as the number of 
unit cells in an array, the number and position of slabs and the size of the gap between the 
slabs—have been analyzed to improve the PTE of the system. Simulation and experi-
mental results verified that two MM slabs could improve PTE better than one MM slab. 
The measured PTEs of systems with MNM-MMs were 72.05%, 64.33% and 49.63% at 
transfer distances of 80, 100 and 120 cm, respectively. It should be mentioned that the PTE 
of systems with two MM slabs was 33.83% higher than that of those without MMs when 
the transfer distance was 100 cm. Finally, we further optimized the load coil, integrated it 
into the receiving (Rx) coil and studied the anti-offset capability of WPT systems. 

2. Design of Mid-Range WPT Systems with MMs 
2.1. Theoretical Analysis 

Figure 1a shows a structural schematic diagram of the four-coil WPT system with 
MMs. The four-coil WPT system consists of a drive coil, a transmitting (Tx) coil, an Rx coil 
and a load coil and can prevent the interference of power supply and load from acting on 
transmission coils. The MMs are placed between the Tx and Rx coils. Based on the actual 
demand of power supply in a WPT system, a Class-E amplifier was selected as a high-
frequency power supply and connected with a drive coil. The Class-E amplifier has the 
advantages of having a simple structure, a high efficiency and a high operating frequency. 
It is easy to realize soft switching technology through circuit parameter design [19]. The 
equivalent circuit diagram of a four-coil WPT system is presented in Figure 1b. The Class-
E amplifier can be equivalent to AC voltage source VS and internal resistance RS of power 
supply in series. The coupling coils are connected in a series with the capacitor to achieve 
the resonant state. Ri, Li and Ci (i = 1, 2, 3, 4) are the resistance, self-inductance and com-
pensation capacitance of the corresponding coil, respectively. RL is the equivalent load 
resistance. Mij and kij are the mutual inductance and coupling coefficients of two adjacent 
coils, respectively. For the convenience of circuit analysis, the small Mij in the mid-range 
a WPT system can be ignored; that is, M13 = M24 = M14 = 0. 

 
Figure 1. (a) Schematic diagram of a wireless power transfer (WPT) system with metamaterials 
(MMs). (b) The equivalent circuit diagram of a four-coil WPT system. 
Figure 1. (a) Schematic diagram of a wireless power transfer (WPT) system with metamaterials
(MMs). (b) The equivalent circuit diagram of a four-coil WPT system.



Energies 2021, 14, 1348 3 of 10

The overall PTE of a WPT system is the highest when the four coupling coils are
simultaneously resonant. According to Kirchhoff’s voltage law (KVL), the mesh formulas
can be obtained as follows:

VS= (RS + R1)I1+ jω0M12 I2
0 = R2 I2 + jω0M12 I1 + jω0M23 I3
0 = R3 I3 + jω0M23 I2 + jω0M34 I4
0 = (RL + R4)I4 + jω0M34 I3

 (1)

where ω0 = 2πf 0 is the angular frequency of the system and f 0 is the resonance frequency.
There is an optimal load in the traditional two-coil system to achieve the highest

PTE [20]. Similarly, a four-coil system can be equivalent to a two-coil system, and thus
the optimal resistance R43opt reflected from the load loop to the Rx coil can be derived
as follows:

R43opt =
ω0

2k2
34L3L4

RL + R4
= R3

√
1 + k2

23Q2Q3 (2)

where Qi = ω0Li/Ri is the quality factor of the ith coil. The Rin can be obtained by step-by-
step reflection, as shown in the following formula:

Rin = R1 +
ω0

2k2
12L1L2

R2

√
1 + k2

23Q2Q3

(3)

It can be seen from the above formula that the optimal load is realized by changing
the coupling coefficient k34 when the transfer distance dtr is fixed, that is, the distance drl
between Rx and load coils is adjusted. The impedance required for the Class-E amplifier
is achieved by adjusting the distance between drive and Tx coils, so as to ensure its good
working condition. Therefore, the overall PTE is maximized by adjusting k12 and k34, as
shown in Figure 2.
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Figure 2. The relationship between power transfer efficiency (PTE) and k12 and k34.

The MMs can change the direction of a magnetic field, and previous studies [15,18]
have explained the focusing properties of MNM-MMs. When the electromagnetic wave is
incident on the surface of MM, according to Fresnel’s law,

tan θ1

tan θ2
=

µr1

µr2
(4)

Here, θ1 and θ2 indicate the incident angle and reflection angle, respectively. The µr1
and µr2 are the relative permeability of air and MM, respectively. As depicted in Figure 3a,
magnetic fields are bent toward the inside of coils by the magnetic boundary conditions
when they pass through the MNM-MM. Then, the diverging magnetic field becomes a
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converging magnetic field by utilizing an MM medium, as shown in Figure 3b. Hence, the
transfer distance and efficiency of a WPT system can be improved effectively.
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2.2. Design of WPT System and MNM-MM

Based on the practical application scenario of wireless charging for unmanned equip-
ment, an asymmetric four-coil system was designed and is described herein. The Tx coil
was a helix coil. The Rx coil was designed as a planar spiral coil in order to make it more
compact and allow it to be installed more easily on unmanned equipment. The diagram of
two transmission coils is presented in Figure 4a. The transmission coils were all wound
with a copper tube with a diameter of 4 mm, and the resonance frequency of 3 MHz was
adjusted by the external compensation capacitor. The diameter of Tx coil was 50 cm, the
number of turns was 10 and the turn spacing was 16 mm. The maximum diameter of
Rx coil was 50 cm, the number of turns was 11 and the turn spacing was 15 mm. The
drive coil and the load coil were both single-turn circular coils with a diameter of 50 cm.
Table 1 lists the specific parameters of coupling coils. Figure 4b shows the variation curve
of mutual inductance between Tx and Rx coils as the transfer distance dtr increases. The
calculated results were obtained by the formula of coaxial mutual inductance of circular
coils summarized in [21,22] and the superposition principle. The simulated and calculated
results matched well, which verifies the correctness of the theoretical analysis.
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MMs are generally composed of a periodic arrangement of sub-wavelength structural
units. By flexibly adjusting the geometric structure, size and other parameters of MMs, the
electromagnetic field can be regulated and controlled. In general, 3D electromagnetic simu-
lation software is used to optimize the design of MMs. Then, the obtained S-parameters
are transformed into the relationship between relative permeability and frequency. In
order to match the four-coil WPT system designed in this study, we chose an MM unit
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cell with a length of 200 mm and adopted an MM slab with 3 × 3 arrays. The MM unit
structure is shown in Figure 5a, in which the substrate is an FR-4 plate with a thickness
of 1.6 mm. Various structures were analyzed to achieve the desired MMs, as shown in
Figure 5b–d. The resonant frequency of an MM unit cell changed correspondingly with
the increase in the number of turns, the width and the spacing. We observed that an
increase in the number of turns resulted in a decrease in resonance frequency, which was
due to an increase in inductance. Additionally, the inductance increased with a decrease
in width, lowering the resonance frequency. Furthermore, the spacing had less influence
on resonance frequency. Therefore, in order to satisfy the relative permeability of –1 at
3 MHz, the structural parameters of MM were determined (the specific parameters are
shown in Table 2). The gap gm between the slabs needs to be considered when two slabs are
used. In order to study the focusing effect of MNM-MMs on an electromagnetic field, EM
field simulator Ansoft HFSS was used. Figure 6 shows the comparison of magnetic field
intensity distribution for systems with 0 – 2 metamaterial slabs. The results showed that the
magnetic field intensity around the Rx coil increased when the MNM-MM slab was used.
When there were two slabs, the magnetic field intensity increased more significantly, and
there were strong surface waves on both sides of the MNM-MM slabs. This also proved
that MNM-MMs can amplify evanescent waves, thus enhancing the magnetic coupling
between Tx and Rx coils.

Table 1. Electrical parameters of coupling coils.

Coil Type Self-Inductance (µH) Resistance (Ω) Resonance Frequency (MHz)

Drive coil 1.56 0.25 3
Tx coil 65.40 3.80 3
Rx coil 46.28 4.39 3

Load coil 1.59 0.26 3
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Table 2. Parameters of the MM unit cell.

Symbol Parameters Value

A Length of side (mm) 200
a Inner side length (mm) 116
w Width (mm) 5
s Spacing (mm) 8
N Turn 5
C Series capacitance (pF) 517
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material slab, a system with two metamaterial slabs, and a system without metamaterial slabs.

3. Experimental Results

The experimental setup of a four-coil WPT system with MM slabs is shown in Figure 7,
where they are all placed coaxially. The load coil was connected with a resistance of 10 Ω.
Each MM unit cell was carefully tuned with a Vector Network Analyzer (AV-3656A) and
Impedance Analyzer (MICROTEST-6632), and then the MMs with 3 × 3 arrays were
assembled on an acrylic slab. The input power was fixed at 20 W in the experiments
described here. The PTE could be easily calculated by voltage and current values displayed
on the oscilloscope and DC power supply.

Energies 2021, 14, x FOR PEER REVIEW 7 of 11 
 

 

Ω. Each MM unit cell was carefully tuned with a Vector Network Analyzer (AV-3656A) 
and Impedance Analyzer (MICROTEST-6632), and then the MMs with 3 × 3 arrays were 
assembled on an acrylic slab. The input power was fixed at 20 W in the experiments de-
scribed here. The PTE could be easily calculated by voltage and current values displayed 
on the oscilloscope and DC power supply. 

 
Figure 7. Experimental setup of four-coil WPT system with MM slabs. 

First, we explored the effect of the position of one MM slab between Tx and Rx coils 
on PTE. The experimental results obtained when the distance dtr between Tx and Rx coils 
was 100 cm are shown in Figure 8. The dtm is the distance between the MM slab and the 
Tx coil. It can be clearly seen from this figure that when dtm was in the range of 45 – 60 cm, 
the MM slab significantly improved PTE. PTE was the highest when dtm = 60 cm. At this 
time, compared to the system without MMs, PTE was improved by 20.10%. However, 
when the MM slab was close to the Tx or Rx coil, the efficiency was lower than that of the 
system without MMs. The results showed that MNM-MMs located in the central region 
could enhance the magnetic coupling and improve the PTE of a WPT system. 

 
Figure 8. Relationship between PTE and dtm with one MM slab. 

Based on the previous simulation results, in order to obtain a larger magnetic field 
for the Rx coil, we used a combination of two MNM-MM slabs. The spacing gm between 
two slabs is an important parameter. Figure 9a shows the change curve of PTE as gm in-
creased when dtr = 100 cm and MM slabs were placed at dtm = 60 cm. The highest PTE was 
64.33% at gm = 8 cm. Compared with the PTE of a system without MMs, it was improved 
by 33.83%. The experimental measurements showed that the maximum PTE was obtained 
at an optimal spacing. After determining the optimal gm, the influence of distance dtm be-
tween two MM slabs and Tx coil on PTE was explored, and the result is shown in Figure 
9b. As was the case when using one MM slab, the PTE increased the most when the MM 

Figure 7. Experimental setup of four-coil WPT system with MM slabs.

First, we explored the effect of the position of one MM slab between Tx and Rx coils
on PTE. The experimental results obtained when the distance dtr between Tx and Rx coils
was 100 cm are shown in Figure 8. The dtm is the distance between the MM slab and the Tx
coil. It can be clearly seen from this figure that when dtm was in the range of 45–60 cm, the
MM slab significantly improved PTE. PTE was the highest when dtm = 60 cm. At this time,
compared to the system without MMs, PTE was improved by 20.10%. However, when the
MM slab was close to the Tx or Rx coil, the efficiency was lower than that of the system
without MMs. The results showed that MNM-MMs located in the central region could
enhance the magnetic coupling and improve the PTE of a WPT system.
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Based on the previous simulation results, in order to obtain a larger magnetic field
for the Rx coil, we used a combination of two MNM-MM slabs. The spacing gm between
two slabs is an important parameter. Figure 9a shows the change curve of PTE as gm
increased when dtr = 100 cm and MM slabs were placed at dtm = 60 cm. The highest
PTE was 64.33% at gm = 8 cm. Compared with the PTE of a system without MMs, it was
improved by 33.83%. The experimental measurements showed that the maximum PTE was
obtained at an optimal spacing. After determining the optimal gm, the influence of distance
dtm between two MM slabs and Tx coil on PTE was explored, and the result is shown in
Figure 9b. As was the case when using one MM slab, the PTE increased the most when
the MM slabs were near the center position. In general, the magnetic field enhancement
effect of two MM slabs was better than that of one MM slab, which can greatly improve the
PTE of a WPT system. In this study, the PTE of a system with two slabs was improved by
13.73% when compared to the PTE of a system with one slab.
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In addition, we also explored the relationship between PTE and drl at different transfer
distances in a WPT system with two MM slabs. Figure 10 presents the results of PTE at
the three distances: dtr = 80, 100 and 120 cm. The experimental results were obtained by
placing two MM slabs with gm = 8 cm near the center position of the Tx and Rx coils. When
dtr was fixed, the optimal load was realized by changing the distance drl between Rx and
load coils so as to achieve maximum efficiency. It was observed that the optimal distance
drl increased with the increase in dtr. When the dtr was 80, 100 and 120 cm, the PTE was
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increased by 22.32%, 33.83% and 28.75%, respectively. Therefore, the designed MMs were
best able to improve efficiency in mid-range WPT systems.

Energies 2021, 14, x FOR PEER REVIEW 8 of 11 
 

 

slabs were near the center position. In general, the magnetic field enhancement effect of 
two MM slabs was better than that of one MM slab, which can greatly improve the PTE 
of a WPT system. In this study, the PTE of a system with two slabs was improved by 
13.73% when compared to the PTE of a system with one slab. 

 
Figure 9. The PTE of a system with two MM slabs as a function of (a) gm and (b) dtm. 

In addition, we also explored the relationship between PTE and drl at different trans-
fer distances in a WPT system with two MM slabs. Figure 10 presents the results of PTE 
at the three distances: dtr = 80, 100 and 120 cm. The experimental results were obtained by 
placing two MM slabs with gm = 8 cm near the center position of the Tx and Rx coils. When 
dtr was fixed, the optimal load was realized by changing the distance drl between Rx and 
load coils so as to achieve maximum efficiency. It was observed that the optimal distance 
drl increased with the increase in dtr. When the dtr was 80, 100 and 120 cm, the PTE was 
increased by 22.32%, 33.83% and 28.75%, respectively. Therefore, the designed MMs were 
best able to improve efficiency in mid-range WPT systems. 

 
Figure 10. Measured PTE as a function of the drl. 

According to the above experimental results, it can be concluded that the focusing 
magnetic field performance of MMs designed in this study was the best when dtr = 100 cm, 
gm = 8 cm and dtm = 60 cm. In order to install the coils on unmanned equipment more 
flexibly and conveniently, we integrated the load coil into the Rx coil. According to the 
optimal situation at dtr = 100 cm, the load coil was optimized to be a single loop with a di-
ameter of 15 cm. It was coaxially placed on the acrylic plate of the Rx coil, as shown in Figure 

Figure 10. Measured PTE as a function of the drl.

According to the above experimental results, it can be concluded that the focusing
magnetic field performance of MMs designed in this study was the best when dtr = 100 cm,
gm = 8 cm and dtm = 60 cm. In order to install the coils on unmanned equipment more
flexibly and conveniently, we integrated the load coil into the Rx coil. According to the
optimal situation at dtr = 100 cm, the load coil was optimized to be a single loop with a
diameter of 15 cm. It was coaxially placed on the acrylic plate of the Rx coil, as shown
in Figure 11a. The coil offset was inevitable during wireless charging, so the influence
of offset distance of Rx and load coils on PTE was studied. The experimental results are
shown in Figure 11b. The horizontal coordinate represents the lateral offset ∆x, and the
measurement step length is 5 cm. The PTE of the system without offset was 62.80%, which
is close to the optimal efficiency of the previous experiment. When ∆x = 25 cm, the PTE
was 54.84%, which is only 7.96% lower than the PTE of the system without offset.
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The above experimental results can be verified by using the equivalent circuit method
proposed in [23]. Finally, an LED lamp panel was used to show the magnetic-field-focusing
effect of the MM slabs more intuitively. Figure 12 clearly shows that the light of a WPT
system without MM slabs was very weak, but it became brighter after using the MM slabs.
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Figure 12. WPT experiment with an LED lamp panel.

Transfer performances of the proposed WPT system with MNM-MMs are compared
with previously reported performances in Table 3. According to the table, the proposed
MNM-MMs in this study had unique advantages in improving the performance of medium-
distance WPT.

Table 3. MM-based WPT system performance comparison.

Reference Frequency
(MHz) Distance (cm) PTE with

MMs (%)

PTE
Improvement

(%)
Power (W)

[16] 27.12 50 34 18 80

[17] 6.5
60 71.1 9.7 (Not used

power supply)100 54.3 34.4

[19] 2.8
100 77.9 4.26

5160 50.92 18.58
200 20.11 9.13

This paper 3
80 72.05 22.32

20100 64.33 33.83
120 49.63 28.75

4. Conclusions

In this work, we analyzed and designed an asymmetric WPT system with MNM-MMs.
The principle shows that MNM-MMs can concentrate the magnetic field between the Tx
and Rx coils, thus enhancing the PTE of the WPT system. In order to optimize PTE, the
study was carried out by changing the position, number and spacing of MM slabs. PTE was
the highest when MM slabs were placed near the center position of Tx and Rx coils. When
two MM slabs were used, there was an optimal spacing gm that made the system most
efficient. A WPT system with one MM slab improved PTE by 20.10%, and a WPT system
with two MM slabs improved PTE by 33.83%. Therefore, the evanescent wave enhancement
characteristics of two slabs are better than those of one slab. Based on this, we also explored
the efficiency improvement capability of two MM slabs at different transfer distances. The
results showed that PTE increased by 22.32%, 33.83% and 28.75% at distances of 80, 100 and
120 cm, respectively. Therefore, the designed MNM-MMs can make a WPT system more
efficient in the mid-range distance. Furthermore, the Rx and the load coils were integrated,
and the influence of their offset distance on PTE was explored. When the lateral offset
distance was 25 cm, the PTE only decreased by 7.96%. Finally, we showed that the WPT
system with MMs could increase the brightness of an LED lamp panel.

The WPT system designed in this study is suitable for mid-range distance transmission
and would be especially useful for unmanned equipment (e.g., patrol robots). In order to
reduce the occupied space, we will further study the compact design of integrating MMs
into Tx or Rx.
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