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Abstract: The appropriate design of the power oscillation damping controllers guarantees that
distributed energy resources and sustainable smart grids deliver excellent service subjected to big
data for planned maintenance of renewable energy. Therefore, the main target of this study is
to suppress the low-frequency oscillations due to disruptive faults and heavy load disturbance
conditions. The considered power system comprises two interconnected hydroelectric areas with
heavy solar energy penetrations, severely impacting the power system stabilizers. When associated
with appropriate controllers, FACTs technology such as the static synchronous series compensator
provides efficient dampening of the adverse power frequency oscillations. First, a two-area power
system with heavy solar energy penetration is implemented. Second, two neuro-based controllers
are developed. The first controller is constructed with an optimized particle swarm optimization
(PSO) based neural network, while the second is created with the adaptive neuro-fuzzy. An energy
management approach is developed to lessen the risky impact of the injected solar energy upon the
rotor speed deviations of the synchronous generator. The obtained results are impartially compared
with a lead-lag compensator. The obtained results demonstrate that the developed PSO-based neural
network controller outperforms the other controllers in terms of execution time and the system
performance indices. Solar energy penetrations temporarily influence the electrical power produced
by the synchronous generators, which slow down for uncomfortably lengthy intervals for solar
energy injection greater than 0.5 pu.

Keywords: low frequency oscillation; neuro-based controllers; hybrid microgrid operation; FACTs

1. Introduction
1.1. Motivation

Recently, many researchers worldwide have been working to reduce the impact of
disruptive faults within power systems as a result of the increased penetration of distributed
energy resources (DERs). The goal is to efficiently capture data and transform it into
insightful learnings that boost productivity, efficiency, and stability. However, power
systems have a variety of features that make control algorithms impractical for heavy
amounts of renewable energy penetration [1]. The concerns of such features include: (i) a
modern power system’s stability is most at risk from power system oscillations, especially
given how heavily distributed energy resources are used today and how close to their
transient and steady-state stability limitations they operate [2]; (ii) renewable energy sources
(RESs) are frequently used in distributed networks and even at the level of microgrids,
but they lack any type of power system stabilizer (PSS) or governor-like device besides
they are fundamentally intermittent and unreliable; (iii) future control must be developed
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due to the increasing complexity of power system interconnections compounded by load
variations, high voltage DC, and high voltage AC systems [3]; (iv) power systems can
operate as standalone systems or in conjunction with multiple microgrids, which might
alter the inertia of the entire system and, as a result, the rotor speed and frequency of
traditional synchronous generators [4].

Accordingly, the authors of this research are encouraged to propose artificial intelli-
gence neuro-based effective controllers for manipulating all concerns to dampen the power
frequency oscillation on the synchronous machine connected with photovoltaic systems.
Likewise, because the suggested method is based on learning, it should be robust to many
types of parameter uncertainty. As a result, the suggested method greatly improves the
rotor speed profile, ensuring long-term stability.

1.2. Related Work

When the electrical energy flows from a producing station to a consumer, it is fre-
quently susceptible to oscillation. These oscillations might occur as a result of load vari-
ations or any disruptive faults through the transmission, making power system stability
within power systems a key research topic. Whenever disruptive faults develop, low-
frequency oscillations ensue in the power system. Flexible AC Transmission System
(FACTS) controllers are thus being used as a result of the recent advancements in the
electronics industry to remedy power oscillations against such disruptive faults.

Several studies have been undertaken in the literature to address the frequency damp-
ing controller design procedures. In [5], a review focusing on fractional order PID to
improve the stability of FACTS-based inverters, with the recommendation that the devel-
oped controller may operate more efficiently than traditional PI controllers. In another
article [6], the modeling of an on-grid solar PV was conducted where the droop controlling
was added to enhance the classic PI controllers. The authors of [6] concluded that the
total harmonic distortion of 5% could be obtained. In [7], an ANFIS enhanced by a PSO
controller was introduced to dampen the low-frequency oscillation in power systems, with
the conclusion that the ANFIS controller would have significant potential to be deployed
and tested in several power systems. Low inertia networks were recently studied in [8],
where it was found that by carefully adjusting the controller’s parameters, the network
frequency oscillation caused by low inertia might well be reduced. A comprehensive review
of low-frequency oscillation with the help of photovoltaic was introduced in [9] with con-
clusions that there would be severe issues if there are a huge number of on-grid converters.
Such findings pave the way for artificially based optimal controllers. In [10], to reduce fre-
quency oscillation through microgrids, hardware-in-the-loop validation of a deterministic
controller was performed using JAYA, with the conclusion that a new controller design is
required to suppress response deviations. In [11], an adaptive neuro fuzzy-based controller
to suppress the frequency oscillation of an on-grid synchronous machine under several fault
conditions. The authors of [11] concluded that the learning-based controllers outperformed
in terms of the system indices. Via several deterministic optimizers, a PI-based controller
was developed to produce the optimal power flow of the DC/DC converter [12]. Similar
investigations were conducted in [13] using the fractional order PI controller. The results
obtained in [12,13] demonstrate that more artificial intelligence controllers might be an
open area for controller design. In [14], the modeling of a wind energy-based doubly fed
induction generator in association with a synchronous machine was investigated, where
a controller via the LQG and an observer via Kalman were designed; however, the fault
conditions and the transmission lines’ incorporation were ignored. The authors of [15]
utilized the fractional order the proportional-derivative controller to suppress the frequency
oscillation of interconnected power systems, however, fault analysis was not considered.
In [16], similar research was carried out by installing an on-grid wind unit in one of the
electricity system’s areas. An improved analysis was conducted in [17] by developing a
model for the PV module in the load/frequency study. However, the frequency brought on
by system inertia problems was disregarded [15,17].
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In the literature, it has been demonstrated that FACTs are useful for reducing oscil-
lations in the power system. In [18], a static synchronous series compensator (SSSC) was
investigated via the Hamiltonian theory. Yet, the design techniques for such nonlinear
controllers necessitate rigorous power system development, which adds to the power
system complexity. In [19], a neuro-based sliding mode controller for the SSSC device
was introduced via the Lyapunov theorem. The learning-based design in [19] simplifies
the states of the nonlinear system. In [20], solar photovoltaic panels (PVs) were tested in
conjunction with a power system stabilizer using STATCOM technology, and it was found
that the PVs could improve the power system oscillation damping. Similarly, comparable
research was reported in [21], with the result that evaluating the capability curves might
help an on-grid system coordinate its active and reactive power more adequately. Another
paper [22] demonstrated inter-area oscillation suppression employing FACTS devices, with
a 41.7% active power loss reduction with SSSC against 29.3% using STATCOM technology.
In [7], the power oscillation damping was conducted through the ANFIS-based machine
learning approach using a unified power flow controller, which belongs to the FACTs tech-
nology with conclusions that the ANFIS-optimized PSO could improve the power system
real-time stability. In [23], the SSSC technology remarkably improved the power system
stabilizer and thus the low-frequency power oscillations. The authors of [24] present PI and
fuzzy control systems based on DSTATCOM technology, concluding that current artificial
intelligence controllers are promising. In [25], the rotor speed deviation of the synchronous
generator was investigated using the sine-cosine algorithm to create the SSSC lead-lag
compensator and power system stabilizer (PSS). The results obtained in [25] demonstrated
that the developed sine-cosine optimizer had outperformed the other heuristic optimizers.
In another research [26], a comparison between the STATCOM and SVC technologies based
on fuzzy-based controller design to improve the power system with wind farm stability
was conducted. Another study [26] compared the STATCOM and SVC technologies for
improving the power system stability with wind farms using fuzzy-based controller design
with results that the STATCOM-based fuzzy controllers quickly were able to remedy the
faults compared to the SVC-based fuzzy controller.

In [27], the harris hawks optimizer was utilized to stabilize an interconnected wind
farm. The authors of [27] treat the wind farm as a classic power system area with syn-
chronous generators, which was uncommon. In [28], the stability of an on-grid wind farm
power system was recently enhanced via the static VAR compensator, which is one of
the FACTS’ technologies under extreme fault conditions. The findings in [28] supported
the suggested SVC strategy’s capacity to adjust voltage deviations and improve voltage
stability. In [29], STATCOM technology was used to discuss the stability issues of an on-grid
doubly fed induction generator wind farm during faults. A fuzzy logic controller for the
STATCOM was suggested since the protective mechanism inhibits rotor side converter
functioning. In another research [30], fuzzy-based controllers for the SSSC technology and
the power system stabilizers were conducted with conclusions that the learning-based con-
trollers were recommended. In [31], a fuzzy-neural-based SSSC was proposed to suppress
the oscillation of a power system with a wind farm with results the learning rate could
be significantly reduced, which highlights the utilization of the learning-based artificial
intelligence controllers. A review of the artificial intelligence controllers’ expected chal-
lenges at the level of smart grids was conducted in [32] with conclusions that the use of
artificial intelligence will have become more vital in guaranteeing the secure and reliable
functioning of smart grids. The neuro-fuzzy-based controller for the STATCOM technology
was investigated in [33], concluding that such controllers for multi-machine power systems
will be attractive. The utilization of the dynamic voltage restorers with the integration of
RESs was considered in [34] with results that the total harmonic distortion was reduced by
4%. In [35], a hybrid power system stabilizer and SSSC controller was designed, concluding
that a meta-heuristic algorithm other than the genetic algorithm could be used to enhance
the power frequency oscillations. In [36], a fuzzy lead-lag compensator for SSSC and the
power system stabilizer structure was introduced via the whale optimization algorithm,
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concluding that the coordinated controller remarkably suppresses the power system oscil-
lations. In [37], with penetrations of both wind and solar PVs for a distributed network, the
oscillation damping was conducted using the power system stabilizer and battery energy
storage system. The wind farm, consisting of both squirrel cage and doubly fed induction
generators, was integrated into the conventional power system in [38]. Artificial neural
networks were used to create power system controllers utilizing SSSC technology, and the
findings showed that they outperformed traditional controllers. In another study [39], the
neuro-fuzzy-based wavelet controller for SSSC technology was investigated. A similar
investigation was carried out in [40] with a multi-machine system, concluding that such an
artificial intelligence controller had significantly enhanced the transient stability of a single
machine connected to an infinite bus system. In [41], several objective functions were used
to design both a power system stabilizer and the SSSC controller via the seeker optimizer,
whereby a four-machine test system was investigated, concluding that the optimization
scheme improved the system’s stability and suppressed the power oscillations. The elec-
tromechanical deviations at the level of microgrids were investigated in [42], in which
both the 9-bus and the 33-bus systems were tested, concluding that the reduced energy
production from the conventional synchronous generators would improve the system
stability which seems unrealistic.

The game theory and fuzzy logic approaches have been used recently in [43] to address
the customer’s preferences based on home appliances scheduling framework while taking
into account a variety of constraints and demand response. The key findings in [43] averred
that the proposed approach would decrease the overall costs for both the electrical and
thermal loads. Similar results were found in [44] by combining the “grey wolf” and “crow
search” algorithms. In [45], the demand response for smart grid issues was investigated
wherein reprogramming the consumers’ product operation resulted in significant cost
reduction. Due to the use of hydrophilic material, significant gains in PV efficiency were
realized in [46]. Researchers used thermal PV systems in a subsequent study to enhance the
voltage profiles within connected microgrids [47]. The transient impact on the synchronous
generator, however, was not considered [43–47].

1.3. Contribution

Recent developments lead to an increasingly scattered world where information and
communication technologies must be used to regulate, balance, and harness the potential of
solar power generation and distribution over a wide range of production points. The study’s
main goals are to

• Develop two neuro-based controllers to dampen the low-frequency oscillation of the
conventional synchronous generators within distributed networks.

• Construct a PV solar energy management strategy to diminish the solar energy’s major
impact on the rotor speed and rotor angle of the neighboring synchronous generators.

FACTS are used in conjunction with power system stabilizers (PSS) to mitigate electro-
mechanical power system oscillations due to disruptive faults conditions. The concerns
become more severe with the integration of RESs within microgrids. The investigation
of the above approaches reveals that (i) the integration of modern RESs at the level of
microgrids with severe disruptive faults is rare, (ii) some approaches utilized exhaustive op-
timizations methods, which complicates the design procedures, (iii) others were interested
in load/frequency analysis, which was not taken into account by either FACTS technology
or the power system electromechanical oscillations, (iv) Furthermore, to account for the
significant penetrations of the solar PV, further research is still required for the learning
base artificial intelligence controller. The use of an artificial intelligence controller with
a learning framework seeks to reduce the distributed networks’ traditional synchronous
generators’ rotor speed and rotor angle deviations. Accordingly, this study contributes to
the literature as:

• Developing a deep neural network-based controller for the SSSC technology to help the
PSS and reduce the power system electromechanical oscillations. Since the proposed
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approach is learning-based, it avoids the nonlinear complexity associated with modern
power systems and is considered straightforward yet effective.

• The particle swarm optimization (PSO), which has a high exploitation feature is
employed to obtain the optimal numbers of the hidden layers as well as the number
of neurons for each layer.

• Implementation of a two-area power system with heavy solar energy penetration in
phasor form. Accordingly, an adopted modified PV energy management strategy
is developed.

• A fair comparison with the lead-lag and the Matlab/Simulink neuro-fuzzy-based
controllers is made to prove the usefulness of the created neuro-based controllers.

An impartial comparison is made between the developed controllers, focusing mainly
on the execution time and the merit of the control effort. The control effort is the controller’s
output signal, which is finally translated at the inverter side as a PWM signal. Phasor
modeling for solar PV is used, which was collected from the literature, to take into consider-
ation how the penetration of solar energy affects the rotor speed and rotor angle deviations
of conventional synchronous generators during both disruptive faults and severe load
changes. To confirm the robustness of the controllers, other performance indices, such as
the integral squared error, are used. The controller that reduces the performance indices
while exerting sufficient control effort is more satisfying.

1.4. Paper Organization

The following is the order in which this work is organized: after the introduction, the
problem description section is handled. In Section 3, we will talk about how to formulate
the problem. In Sections 4 and 5, the results and discussions are presented, followed by
the conclusions.

2. System under Study and Problem Description

The examined microgrid is depicted in Figure 1. The testing system architecture is
made up of two buses, labeled B1 and B2, and two major transmission lines drawn simply
by the horizontal lines. The power system includes three transformers, two synchronous
generators labeled G1 and G2, respectively, and three resistive loads and a high-rate
inductive load. The idea is to efficiently gather data and transform it into insightful
knowledge that boosts stability and productivity. Accordingly, through an inverter and
transformer, solar PV is linked to bus B1. The linked microgrid receives electrical energy
from the solar PV system, which follows the frequency of the generator G1. The generator
G1 and the solar PV are considered one DERs where the energy supplied by the latter
resource influences both the conventional generator rotor speed and rotor angles. With
the loads spread as illustrated in Figure 1, the SSSC technology can provide the necessary
reactive power during disruptive failures that occur at the tie lines, while also improving
the transient stability of both generators. The key finding is thus to design a robust
controller, which optimally operates the SSSC technology. Accordingly, the modeling of the
hybrid microgrid components and the developed controllers are explored in the following
subsections. The system data is in the Appendices A and B.

2.1. Two-Area Power System Modeling

Excluding the solar PV from the microgrid depicted in Figure 1, the modeling of
individual components is given in [48]. The SSSC, one of the important FACTS devices, is
employed for power oscillation damping in this application. In this study, the two-area
system is modified by incorporating solar PV as a DER. Two power generation substations
and one large load center, situated at bus B3, as well as the transmission lines make up the
power grid. The first power generation substation (G1) has a 2100 MVA rating, whereas
the second (G2) has a 1400 MVA rating. Each generating unit has a hydraulic turbine and
a PSS. The SSSC has a current rating of 100MVA and can inject up to 10% of the normal
system voltage.
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Figure 1. Investigated hybrid microgrid System.

2.2. Developed Controllers Modeling

The power oscillation damping of the system is verified by designing robust controllers
of the SSSC device, which operates a “typical three-level PWM SSSC” inverter [48]. The
voltages and currents at bus 2 are sensed wherein the active power is calculated, filtered,
and fed to the developed controllers as demonstrated in Figure 2. The three controllers do
not work together simultaneously. The switch (SW) connection in Figure 2 determines how
they operate. Herein, the output signal is called the control effort, which is then added to
the q-axis voltage components, and via the limiter block, the PWM signal is obtained. In
the following subsections, the developed controllers are explained.

Figure 2. Controller design for the SSSC.

2.2.1. Deep Neural Networks Controller

Artificial neural networks (ANN) have recently been utilized to solve several engi-
neering problems [49,50]. Yet, nature-inspired algorithms, such as genetic algorithms, have
to be used to acquire the optimal weights [51]. An ANN is made up of three layers: input,
hidden layers, and output layers, each of which is processed by several neurons. Signals
can pass via one or more hidden layers from the input layer to the output layer. The
connections with weights are used to transport the signals. Activations are used to the
input signal to produce the output regression or trained signal. Figure 3a depicts a basic
artificial neuron construction.

The ANN is considered shallow if there is only one hidden layer. The input neurons
provide a signal to each neuron in the hidden layers. The more hidden layers, the ANN is
thus termed deep as shown in Figure 3b. The key findings in this study are to determine
the optimal number of hidden layers and the corresponding number of neurons in each.
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(a)

(b)

Figure 3. Basic ANN construction. (a) Basic neuron construction [49]; (b) ANN design.

2.2.2. Adaptive Neuro-Fuzzy (ANFIS) Controller

The advantages of fuzzy and the flexibility of ANN are combined in ANFIS. The
ANFIS technique is used to train Sugeno-type fuzzy systems that must adhere to the
following constraints: [49,52]:

1. The fuzzy system is of the first-order Sugeno-type.
2. The weighted average defuzzification step produces a single output.
3. Each rule carries the same weight as one.
4. The AND logic is expressed as a prod, the OR logic is represented by max, the

implication is represented by prod, and aggregation is represented by max.

The user would give the ANFIS with the number of membership functions for each
input and output, the kind of membership functions, the dimensionality of training and
checking data, and the optimization criterion for lowering the measured error. The number
of squared differences between the actual and estimated curves is usually used to establish
the optimization criterion [53].

2.2.3. Lead-Lag Compensator

The SSSC comprises a low-pass filter, a washout high-pass filter, and a lead-lag
compensator (LLC). LLC implementation is tailored in [48]. Herein, the transfer function of
the LLC is given in Equation (1), in which s is Laplace’s operator.

F(s) = Kc

(
1 + sT1

1 + sαT1

)(
1 + sT2

1 + sβT2

)
(1)

2.3. Solar PV Energy Management System

This study’s main objective is to address the major effect that solar PV has on the
synchronous generators’ rotor speed and rotor angle, which in turn affects the utility
grid’s frequency. Therefore, the PV penetration is managed via an energy management
system. The investigation of the dynamic behavior the solar PV systems at low voltage
levels is crucial. Solar PV tracks the adjacent area frequency while injecting actual power
into it, affecting the system area frequency and generator rotor speed as a consequence.
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The phasor model described in [54] is thus adopted in this study. The PV generator is
implemented as part of the whole two-area phasor model. Consequently, the voltage (V)
and the frequency (f ) are the inputs, while the injected current (I) is the solar PV output
as illustrated in Figure 4. The active power set-point (Pre f ) of the inverter is determined
using the frequency-dependent active power model, in which the function P( f ) is given as
in Equation (2).

P( f ) =


0 : f ≤ 57.5
Pmin : 57.5 < f < 60.2
Pmin − 0.4Pmin( f − 60.2) : 60.2 < f < 61.5
0 : f > 61.5

(2)

The Pre f , shown in Figure 4, is designated Pmin and determined by choosing the minimum
value according to Equation (3).

Pmin = min (Pavail , P(V)) (3)

where Pavail is the available solar PV modules power. The voltage-dependent function P(V)
is given in Equation (4).

P(V) =



P1 : V ≤ 0.93
P2−P1
V2−V1

+ P2 −V2
P2−P1
V2−V1

: 0.93 < V < 0.97
P2 : 0.97 < V < 1.03
P3−P2
V3−V2

+ P3 −V4
P3−P2
V3−V2

: 1.03 < V < 1.07
P3 : 1.07 < V

(4)

where, P1 = 0.35 pu, P2 = 0 and P3 = 0.2 pu. The available solar power Pmin is chosen to
be supplied into the Dynamic P(f) block as the minimal value of active power injection,
which is dynamically dependent on the voltage. Thus, if the neighboring area frequency
drops below 57.5 Hz or rises beyond 61.5Hz, the solar PV inverter is disconnected. All of
the filters are low pass filters with their transfer function given in Equation (5).

G(s) =
1

1 + sT
(5)

The rate limiters are utilized to control the positive and negative rate of change of the
active and reactive power, and they are set up to the inverter’s interface. The setpoints
(Pre f ,Qre f ) are delayed by TP and TQ, which are the voltage-dependent active and reactive
powers’ set-up periods, respectively.

Figure 4. Phasor model of the on-grid solar PV.



Energies 2023, 16, 2391 9 of 21

Control Low of the Solar PV

The adopted phasor model of the on-grid solar PV explicitly demonstrates the control
rule. Since the PV inverter is connected to weak source voltage lines, it is reasonable to
control the current injected into the grid. The inverter’s power rating is taken into account
while parametrizing the Q(V) characteristics. As a result, the reactive power setpoint is
directly supplied into the inverter, which is determined using Equation (6). The active
and reactive power setpoints are used to compute the current setpoint. Thus, the output
current is controlled by the inverter to ensure that the active and reactive power setpoints
are fulfilled as in Equation (7).

Q(V) =



Q1 : V ≤ 0.93
Q2−Q1
V2−V1

+ Q2 −V2
Q2−Q1
V2−V1

: 0.93 < V < 0.97
Q2 : 0.97 < V < 1.03
Q3−Q2
V3−V2

+ Q3 −V4
Q3−Q2
V3−V2

: 1.03 < V < 1.07
Q3 : 1.07 < V

(6)

Ire f =
Pre f − jQre f

V∗
(7)

where Q1 = 0.18 pu, Q2 = 0, and Q3 = −0.18 pu, and V∗ is the conjugate value of the
nearby area terminal voltage in p.u. Finally, the physical inverter is represented using a
first-order transfer function. The inverter and the relevant other parameters as well as all
of the filters are low pass filters, and their time constants are tailored in [54]. Typically, the
inverter output current tracks the reference current. The inverter output current times the
synchronous generator terminal voltage equals the power that the solar PV system transfers
to the nearby areas. According to Equation (8), the PV energy injection, therefore, has an
impact on the synchronous generator’s frequency and rotor speed because the injected
solar PV might change the generator’s output power (Pe).

dωr

dt
=

Pm − Pe

2H
(8)

where Pm is the mechanical input power, Pe is the generator output power, H is the inertia
constant, and ωr is the synchronous generator rotor speed.

2.4. Particle Swarm Optimization (PSO)

‘PSO’ is a conventional bio-expired optimizer. It has a strong exploitation capability
since it tries to improve the current solution by looking for global GB and personal PB
solutions. In the current study, PSO is employed to obtain the optimal hidden layers as
well as the number of neurons in each layer. The update of a particle position k is affected
by the speed as [17]:

vi
k = ω0vi−1

k + r1c1(GB− Xi
k) + r2c2(PB− Xi

k) (9)

Xi+1
k = Xi

k + vi
k (10)

3. Problem Formulation

One of the primary contributions of this research is the introduction of deep learning
based ANN of a near-optimal hidden layers and neurons design of a two-area microgrid
with solar PV integration by reducing the “root mean square error” (RMSE) between the
training data and the estimated data as in Equation (11), in which t is the tested data and e
refers to ANN estimated data.

f (Xi) = min

√√√√ 1
ng

ng

∑
(xt ,yt)∈Dt

(ye − yt)
2 (11)
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where Xi denotes the decision variables included in the estimated data (ye) and tested
data yt, and ng denotes the total number of datasets. Thus, PSO is an important tool for
determining the relevant decision variables as in Figure 5. The number of hidden layers
and the number of neurons in each hidden layer constitute the decision variables in the
current study.

The algorithm starts by reading the training data and initializes the decision variables
randomly within the predetermined constrained. An iterative loop is set afterward, in
which the ANN estimations are obtained and the objective function is then evaluated.
In each iteration, the individual particles’ speed and position are updated according to
Equations (9) and (10), respectively. The number of iterations is recorded, and the GB is then
entered into a matrix to find the best solution ever obtained. The constraints are specified
to keep the number of neurons and hidden layers to a maximum of ten. In addition to the
RMSE, the following index is estimated as in Equation (12).

RE =
RMSE

ye
(12)

where RMSE and RE are the relative and absolute errors, respectively. It’s worth noting that
the lower the RMSE and RE, values are the better the developed ANN fits the provided
datasets. Another important index is the correlation as in Equation (13), the variables
marked with a bar denote the mean value of the associated parameters. On the other hand,
as the value of R gets closer to the unity, it would imply the developed ANN regression
behaves satisfactorily to best fit the given datasets.

R =
∑i∈g(ye − ye)∑i∈g(yt − yt)√

∑i∈g(ye − ye)2
√

∑i∈g(yt − yt)2
(13)

Figure 5. Optimal ANN design for the SSSC controller.
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Performance Indices

In order to verify the robustness of the developed a near-optimal nn controller com-
pared to the LLC and the ANFIS controllers, the robustness and effectiveness of the devel-
oped controllers are investigated by the following indices that are applied to the control
effort (C f ) for 100 s as in Equations (14)–(17), in which t is the time. It is worth mentioning
that the developed controllers’ time domain characteristics would be better when these
indices are low [55].

IAE =
∫ 100

0
|C2

f | dt (14)

ITAE =
∫ 100

0
t |C2

f | dt (15)

ISE =
∫ 100

0
|C f |2 dt (16)

ITSE =
∫ 100

0
t |C f |2 dt (17)

where IAE is the integral absolute error, ITAE is the integral time-weighted absolute error,
ISE is the integral square error and ITSE is the integral time-weighted square error.

4. Results and Discussion

In this section, the implementations of the developed controllers are investigated.
Under different operational conditions, the developed ANN results are compared to both
the ANFIS and LLC controllers. MATLAB/Simulink is used to elaborate the produced
controllers. Afterward, we thoroughly discussed the simulation results of four different
cases. Two-area power system with the SSSC under a three-phase fault is addressed in case
1, whereas case 2 presents the impact of the high-level penetration of the PV system on
the two-area power system. Case 3 demonstrates the two-area power system performance
with the three developed controllers under heavy load variation, taking into account the
solar PV effect. Case 4 presents the impact of the 3-phase fault on the power system. In case
4, the effectiveness of the proposed controller is addressed under heavy loading conditions
as well as the three-phase fault.

4.1. Implementation of the Neuro-Based Controllers
4.1.1. Implementation of the ANN Controller

Over 100s, there would be 15,000 historical data sets, half of which are used for
training and the remaining are used for testing. Such datasets’ dimensionality suggests
either shallow or deep neural networks which will be investigated by the PSO. PSO was
used to find the optimal number of the hidden layer and the number of neurons per layer.
Primarily, a test number of the hidden layers (e.g., between 1 and 10 in this study) is
assumed and the objective function in Equation (11) is minimized by the PSO. The PSO
proceeds further to find the optimal number of neurons per layer. The cycle is repeated
by the PSO by varying the test number of the hidden layers until a satisfactory solution is
obtained. Each time the number of neurons and a number of hidden layers are recorded.
The best solution is saved ever found during the number of iterations. The developed
ANN’s configuration is shown in Figure 6. The developed ANN is made up of three hidden
layers in addition to the output layer. Each hidden layer comprises several neurons with
weights (W) and biases (b), and it is through these neurons that the output signals are
supplied to a sigmoid function. The historical input and output data are obtained from
the LLC counterpart under different faults and different levels of electrical demands. Such
historical data are off-line given to the ANN as entering signals. The trained ANN is
installed in the considered power system in order to validate the produced ANN-based
controller. Since regression is the root of the developed ANN-based controllers, faults,
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PV penetration, load changes, and noises will be treated in an online manner through
the regression nature. Figure 7a demonstrates the behavior of the objective function. In
Figure 7b, the relationship between the predicted and the tested data is drawn, which
demonstrates satisfactory performance. This is indicated by the straight-line approximation
between the tested and predicted datasets. The features of the developed ANN are given
in Table 1.

Table 1. ANN architecture information.

Parameter Value

number of layers 4
number of hidden layers 3
number of neurons per layer (10, 7, 4, 1)
number of inputs 1
number of outputs 1
number of weightings 134
Training function Levenberg–Marquardt backpropagation

Figure 6. Developed ANN model.

(a)

(b)

Figure 7. Basic ANN Performance. (a) RMSE against number of iteration. (b) Regression performance.
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4.1.2. Implementation of the ANFIS Controller

In order to assess the predictive ability of the ANN-based regression controller, a
comparison was made with the ANFIS findings. The ANFIS is a well-known generic
predictive for academics, therefore it’s a good approach to be used. Half the datasets
are used for training and the other half is utilized for testing the regression accuracy.
‘NeuroFuzzyDesigner’ in Matlab/Simulink library is employed to develop the ANFIS
regressive-based controller [56], and based on this, the ANFIS features shown in Table 2
are obtained.

A comparison of the developed neuro-based controllers is demonstrated in Table 3.
The results in Table 3 are achieved using three Sugeno-type membership functions. It is
clear that the ANN controller shows satisfactory results in terms of the performance indices.
The correlation R is closer to the unity, which implies better regression compared to the
ANFIS. Besides, the RMSE and RE are smaller.

Table 2. ANFIS architecture features.

Parameter Value

Number of nodes 16
Number of linear parameters 6
Number of nonlinear parameters 9
Number of nonlinear parameters 9
Number of training data pairs 75,236
Number of fuzzy rules 3
Membership function type gbellmf
Number of epoches 40

Table 3. Regression architecture features.

Parameter ANN ANFIS

RMSE 0.119 0.143
RE 2.196 2.723
R 0.917 0.879

4.2. Case Studies
4.2.1. Case 1: Two-Area Power System with SSSC under Three-Phase Fault

To investigate the effectiveness of the proposed controllers at nominal loading, which
is tailored in the Appendices A and B, the solar PV is disconnected at bus 1. At t equals
1 s, a three-phase fault, which is self-cleared after ten cycles, takes place close by at bus 4
as in Figure 1. Figure 8 demonstrates the comparative results of the load angle and rotor
speed deviations, the power flow through line 2, and the control effort. The developed
neuro-based controllers perform admirably, suppressing system oscillations in a way that
is comparable to that of the LLC controller. Nonetheless, all controllers restore system the
stability adequately, and their usefulness is validated.

4.2.2. Case 2: Power System Performance with the Solar PV Injection

With the same loading conditions of the preceding case, at t equals 1s, the solar PV
system is connected at bus 1. In this case, the fault conditions are not taken into account.
The solar PV injection command (Pre f ) remains unchanged at 0.2 pu. In the section below,
it is explained why this value was chosen. A comparison of the proposed ANN controller
to the LLC and ANFIS with the SSSC power oscillation damping is demonstrated in
Figure 9. The rotor speed deviation of the nearby area generator to the solar PV records an
overshoot value of 0.025 pu compared to 0.027 pu for the LLC and yet it has outperformed
the ANFIS controller by a little margin. Both the ANN and the ANFIS controllers still
behave satisfactorily compared to the LLC controller to recover the steady-state stability of
the system with small speed deviation overshoots and fewer oscillations. All controllers
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can deliver the energy flow through line 2 with satisfactory power angle and acceptable
control effort behavior. The investigation of Figure 9 demonstrates the solar PV energy
penetration considerably influences the rotor speed and the frequency deviations of the
adjacent synchronous generator when compared to case 1 with the three-phase faults.

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

Figure 8. Case 1: Two-area power System with SSSC. (a) Rotor speed deviation. (b) Load angle
deviation. (c) Flow of power through the line 2. (d) control effort.

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

Figure 9. Case 2: Two-area power System with microgrid based on PV. (a) Rotor speed deviation.
(b) Load angle deviation. (c) Flow of power through the line 2. (d) control effort.
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4.2.3. PV Penetrations Management

In this section, the impact of solar PV energy injection on conventional synchronous
generator power plants is investigated. The influence of the PV penetration is demonstrated
in Figure 10 under the assumption that the inverter can supply the PV power as quickly
as per its time constant, which is quicker than the synchronous generator time constant.
As expected, the results give rise to the essential impact of the solar PV upon the rotor
speed deviations of the adjacent generator and so impact its area frequency. In Figure 10c,
three Pre f , commands of the injected PV energy along with their corresponding real power
are displayed. The PV energy management strategy disconnects the injected power in
response to the frequency or terminal voltage limitations, which highlights the role of
PV energy management. Because solar PV penetrations temporarily affect the electrical
power supplied by conventional synchronous generators, the synchronous generator slows
down for inconveniently long periods for PV injection commands greater than 0.5 pu.
Accordingly, in the relevant investigated scenarios, 0.2 pu is chosen.

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

Figure 10. Influence of the PV penetrations. (a) Rotor speed deviation. (b) Load angle deviation.
(c) Injected PV power at bus B1. (d) control effort.

4.2.4. Case 3: Two-Area Power System under Heavy Loading

Under the same loading conditions of Section 4.2.1, at t equals 1s, a three-phase heavy
load is connected at the middle of line 1 while the solar PV inverter provides energy to
the system. The step load is 100MW, which represents 20% of the whole load demand.
The fault conditions are not taken into account while evaluating the performance of the
SSSC that is controlled by the developed controllers. Figure 11 shows the comparative
results of the load angle and rotor speed deviations, the flow of power through line 2,
and the corresponding control effort. The rotor speed deviation experiences the smallest
undershoot for both the ANN and the ANFIS controller compared to the LLC controller. It
is clear that the developed neuro-based controllers’ performance is satisfactory wherein the
control effort is small and quickly able to dampen the oscillations.

4.2.5. Case 4: Impact of PV Injection with 3-Phase Fault

With the same loading conditions of Section 4.2.1, a three-phase fault occurs at trans-
mission line 1. Meanwhile, the solar PV inverter delivers the electricity to the system at bus
B1. As shown in Figure 12, the required time of the ANN controller to restore the system
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stability is remarkably less than those of ANFIS and LLC controllers. It is obvious that the
ANN outperforms the other controllers. It demonstrates the smallest rotor speed overshoot
of the solar PV nearby generator with zero steady-state error. Besides, the ANN controller
performance is robust to suppress the oscillations with adequate control effort.

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

Figure 11. Case 3: Two-area power system under heavy load variation. (a) Rotor speed deviation.
(b) Load angle deviation. (c) Flow of power through the line 2. (d) control effort.

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

Figure 12. Case 4: Impact 3-phase fault upon the two-area power system. (a) Rotor speed deviation.
(b) Load angle deviation. (c) Flow of power through the line 2. (d) control effort.
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4.3. Two-Area Power System Performance Indices

The outputs in Figures 9c, 11c and 12c are dependent on the controller type. Different
control efforts are made by each controller. The controller output, which is ultimately
decoded as a PWM signal, represents the control effort and the line power flow typically
changes as a result. A good controller will have reduced performance indices. Table 4
shows the different performance indices of the ANN, ANFIS, and LLC controllers as well as
execution time. The biggest appeal is that the ANN controller records the shortest execution
time. Besides, the ANN controller performance demonstrates the lowest system indices
in most of the studies’ cases. It is clear that the developed ANN outperforms the other
controllers and its robustness is affirmed.

Table 4. Oscillation damping performance indices.

Case Controller IAE ISE ITAE ITSE Execution Time (s)

Case 1, three phase fault
LLC 1.27 0.6385 32.5 31.28 2.2480× 103

ANFIS 0.707 0.2327 36 11.88 2.0261× 103

ANN 1.4 0.21 31.4 10.72 1.1160× 103

Case 2, impact of PV
LLC 0.526 0.044 13.1 0.56 3.0113× 103

ANFIS 0.33 0.005 12.37 0.0018 2.7140× 103

ANN 0.23 0.0012 8.485 0.0016 1.4949× 103

Case 3, impact of load variation
LLC 0.3332 0.049 1.6 0.044 3.2313× 103

ANFIS 0.06338 0.0031 0.66 0.019 2.9123× 103

ANN 0.0098 0.00103 0.54 0.014 1.595× 103

Case 4, impact of PV with severe fault
LLC 1.476 0.9758 61.8 48 4.0281× 103

ANFIS 1.25 0.6824 52.44 35.14 3.6304× 103

ANN 1.2 0.2855 51.4 10.72 1.9884× 103

5. Conclusions

In this study, the power damping oscillation of multi-machine hybrid microgrid sys-
tems is studied wherein two artificial intelligence neuro-based controllers are developed to
suppress the low-frequency oscillations due to disruptive faults conditions. The SSSC is
used to effectively dampen the adverse power frequency oscillations in two hydropower
interconnected areas with considerable solar energy penetrations. The PSO is used to
calculate the optimal architecture of artificial neural networks based on the ‘root mean
square error’. Several performance indicators applied to the control effort signal are used
to compare the effectiveness of the developed controllers. The generated optimum ANN
controller is quantitatively evaluated and compared to the LLC and ANFIS controllers.
Based on the simulation results and discussions, the following conclusions can be drawn:
(1) when associated with appropriate controllers, SSSC provides efficient dampening of the
adverse power frequency oscillations; (2) the artificial neural networks integrated with the
SSSC technology, the developed PSO provides efficacy to minimize the “root mean square
error” to optimally give structure to the number of hidden layers and the neurons in each
layer; (3) the proposed artificial intelligence neuro-based controller serves as a supplemen-
tal control for the SSSC, providing a steady damping control signal; (4) in terms of system
indices and execution time, it seems that the developed ANN controller outperforms the
traditional LLC and ANFIS controllers. Furthermore, it performs well in restoring system
stability, particularly in areas where solar energy penetration is considerable. Consequently,
the current study recommends utilizing artificial neural networks for future hybrid micro-
grid applications after the unexpected barriers and disruptive faults to effectively collect
big data and transform it into illuminating learning that increases stability.

For the purpose of future works, more renewable energy resources, as well as syn-
chronous generators, might be added to hybrid microgrid systems to comprehensively
study power-damping oscillations under more heavy data and communications restrictions.
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Appendix A. Parameters of the Particle Swarm Optimizer

‘PSO’ parameters are: population = 20, ω = 0.1, c1 = 0.25, c2 = 0.99, r1 = 0.3, r2 = 0.45,
number of iterations = 40.

Appendix B. Distributed Network

The two-area power system parameters together with the solar PV energy penetration
are demonstrated in Table A1.

Table A1. Parameters of the two-area power system.

Quantity Symbol Value

Generators

Rating P1 = 2100 MW, P1 = 1400 MW
Terminal voltage 13.8 kV
[Xd Xd

′ Xd
′′ Xq Xq

′′ X1] [1.305 0.296 0.252 0.474 0.243 0.18] pu
[Td
′ Td

′′ Tqo
′′] [1.01 0.053 0.1] pu

armature resistance 2.8544 mΩ
inertia constant (H) 3.7 sW/VA
Number of poles 32
Friction coefficient 0.0

PV Rating 2100 MW
Terminal voltage (rms) 13.8 kV

Transformer

Rating 2100 MW
[V1 R1 L1] [13.8 kV 0.002 Ω 0.0 Ω]
[V2 R2 L2] [500 kV 0.002 Ω 0.02 Ω]
[Rm Xm] [500 Ω 500 Ω]

frequency f 60 Hz

Loads
at bus 1 250 MW
at bus 2 50 MW
at bus 2 220 MW + 100 MVAr
at mid-Line 1 100 MW

SSSC

Rating 100 MVA
Vnominal 500 kV
VDC 40 kV
CDC 375 µF
R 0.00533Ω
L 0.16 H

Transmission Lines

Line 1 150 km + 150 km
Line 2 280 km
Resistance 0.00021 pu/km
Reactance 0.003 pu/km
BC 0.00175 pu/km
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