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Abstract: One of the key features of a nano catalyst for photocatalysis is the band gap, because, through
its analysis, the potential of the catalyst can be determined. In this investigation, the impact on the
band gap of different catalysts made by the sol–gel method, compared with TiO2 P25 Sigma-Aldrich,
showing the effect of using gold or ruthenium as a metal supported on TiO2, with two different
dosage percentages of 1 and 3 percent, was analysed. Additionally, two oxidation states of the catalyst,
the reduced form and the oxidized form of the metal, were used to see the effect on the band gap.
The experiments show that the gold addition has a higher beneficial effect on the band gap for the UV
region (ultra violet region), and the ruthenium addition has a higher beneficial effect for the UV/visible
region. The preferred oxidation state for the band gap was the oxidized state. The characterisation of
the catalyst provided an insight into the relation between the band gap and the catalyst itself.

Keywords: photocatalysis; sol–gel method; supported on TiO2; oxidized and reduced oxidation states

1. Introduction

Photocatalysis is a process of great interest because, in recent years, it has been shown to have
wide applications in environmental decontamination processes because it can degrade a wide variety of
organic compounds like sugars [1]. The use of solar energy to degrade pollutants through photocatalysis
represents an economic and sustainable alternative when the advanced oxidation process (AOP) is
considered for decontamination [2]. Heterogeneous photocatalytic solar oxidation consists of using
near-solar UV radiation (wavelength less than 380 nm; energy levels larger than 3.2 eV) to photo-excite
a semiconductor catalyst in the presence of oxygen. Under these circumstances, the oxidation of the
pollutants takes place.

The TiO2 semiconductor is normally used as a catalyst by absorbing light of different wavelengths
owing to their electronic structure, characterized by an empty conduction band and with a filled
valence band [3]. The photocatalytic process takes place from the irradiation of light with sufficient
energy to equal or exceed the band-gap of the semiconductor, causing the excitation of an electron
from the valence band (VB) to the conduction band (CB) [3]. In this way, electron–hole pairs (e−/h+) are
created that can migrate to the surface of the catalyst, being trapped in superficial sites and reacting
with the adsorbed species [4]. The voids (empty states) that form in the valence band of the solid react
with electron-donating species, such as water molecules or hydroxyl ions attached to the surface of
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the catalyst, generating hydroxyl radicals (•OH), which are mainly responsible for the degradation of
organic matter. In turn, the electrons that reach the conduction band can react with a receptor species
such as O2 giving rise to O2

− radicals, which further participate in the oxidation of organic matter.
However, in competition with the charge transfer processes, recombination processes take place in
which the electron–hole pair recombines before reacting with the species adsorbed on the catalytic
surface. The final efficiency of the photocatalytic reaction depends on many factors that determine the
degree of total oxidation of the organic matter. The probability of the electron–gap pair recombination
on the surface of the semiconductor material results in a critical process because there is no physical
separation between the sites of anodic (gap oxidation) and cathodic (electron reduction) reactions [5].

There is a significant amount of literature on the preparation of supported metal catalysts [6–8].
Many combinations of metal and support are possible, and the catalysts can be prepared by different
techniques, for example, sol–gel, impregnation, co-precipitation, deposition–precipitation, and
controlled surface reaction [9]. On this basis, the catalytic activity can be sensitive to the method of
preparation and the oxide-reduction heat treatments. The sol–gel method consists of the formation
of solid networks, composed of inorganic elements, which are obtained from the hydrolysis of an
alkoxide, alcohol, and water, called sol. In the sol, micelles are suspended in the liquid form, and
increase in size (1–100 nm) as a function of time in a constant agitation system, until the gel is formed.
The gel is a polymeric system that, when dried, forms a powder that is mainly used to obtain colloidal
oxides, ceramic materials that serve as heterogeneous supports, or catalysts [10]. In the present
study Au/TiO2 (gold supported on titanium oxide) and Ru/TiO2 (ruthenium supported on titanium
oxide) catalysts (1 and 3% by weight) were prepared in their oxidized and reduced forms by the
sol–gel method. It was decided to use ruthenium (Ru), because its effectiveness as a catalyst has
already been reported under different percentages from 0.2% to 5% and in different contaminants
such as hydrogenation and the reduction of carbon dioxide [11], to hydrogenate levulinic acid [12]
and degradation of 2-chlorophenol under visible light [6]. In the case of gold (Au), its effectiveness as
a catalyst in the degradation of pollutants has also been demonstrated [7,13] and, when compared
with other precious metals such as palladium (Pd) and platinum (Pt), its cost is lower and it has
presented greater activity, stability, and selectivity as a catalyst [14]. The novelty of this research is that
it compares the TiO2 supported catalyst with the high anatase content. The metals are added (gold or
ruthenium) at different percentages (1 wt.% and 3 wt.%) and different oxidation states of the metal
(reduced and oxidized) to determine the impact of the metal size in the photocatalytic activity through
energy band gap measurements.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Materials

Titanium (IV) butoxide (Ti(OCH2CH2CH2CH3)4) reagent grade, 97%, used as a support for the
catalyst in the sol–gel method, was purchased from Sigma-Aldrich. The TiO2 P25 was also purchased
from Sigma-Aldrich, reagent grade 99.5%. The ruthenium (Ru) precursor, ruthenium (III) chloride
hydrate with ruthenium content, 40-49% (RuCl3 x H2O), and the gold (Au) precursor, gold (III) chloride
trihydrate ≥ 99.9% trace metals (HAuCl4 3H2O), were purchased from Sigma-Aldrich. The acids used
to reach pH in the preparation methods, nitric acid (HNO3) reagent at 65% and hydrochloric acid (HCl)
reagent at 37%, were purchased from Sigma-Aldrich. The ethyl alcohol (99.8%) was purchased from
J.T. Baker. The hydrogen (>99.9%) gas used for the reduction process for the catalyst was purchased
from Praxair (Linde).

2.2. Sol–Gel Method for Preparing the TiO2 Support

The sol–gel synthesis procedure of the TiO2 support was according to the method reported
by Rodríguez-González [15]. First, the proper amount of ethanol and water in the molar ratio
2:1 was prepared at pH ≈ 3 (nitric acid). The alkoxide solution was made with the titanium (IV)



Processes 2020, 8, 1032 3 of 15

butoxide and water in a molar ratio of 1:8. The ethanol/water mix was stirred at 75 ◦C. The use of a
condenser is required with a refrigerant recirculation at 5 ◦C. After the ethanol/water mix reached
75 ◦C, the alkoxide/water mix was added drop by drop to the ethanol/water mix. After all the alkoxide
solution was added, the solution underwent continuous stirring at reflux for 24 h at 75 ◦C. After
24 h, the solution was transferred to a rotary evaporator in a water bath at 60 ◦C for 1 h, and the
pressure conditions were changed to produce a vacuum. The initial pressure was 810 mbar and the
final pressure was 100 mbar for 150 min. The solution was evaporated, and the final material was
taken out to dry in an oven for 24 h at 120 ◦C. The material was then calcined for 4 h at 500 ◦C. After
that time, the material was introduced to a desiccator for 24 h to reach ambient temperature. Finally,
the material was ground ready to be used as a support.

2.3. Synthesis of Gold and Ruthenium Nanoparticles

The support made by the sol–gel method was used to add metals. The Au- and Ru-loaded TiO2

nanoparticles were prepared by an impregnation method [10]. The proper material balance to get
1 wt.% (weight percentage) and 3 wt.% was made for each metal.

The process was conducted in acid conditions, pH ≈ 2 (HCl). The dissolution of the support
was made in water and the pH was adjusted with the acid. The solution of the support in water
was stirred for 2 h and the solution of the metal was made by dissolving the proper amount (in two
different proportions) of the metal salt in water and stirring for 2 h. The metal salt solution was
added to the support solution and the resulting solution was stirred for 3 h in a rotary evaporator at
atmospheric temperature and pressure. Then, the solution was heated in a water bath at 60 ◦C, and the
pressure conditions were changed to produce a vacuum. The initial pressure was 810 mbar and the
final pressure was 100 mbar, for 150 min. After the solution evaporated, the material was taken out to
dry in an oven for 24 h at 120 ◦C. Finally, the material was ground, and the catalyst was ready to be
oxidized or reduced.

2.4. Process to Oxidise or Reduce the Synthesized Nanoparticles

The processes for the oxidized and reduced states of the catalyst have been reported before [16].
The reduction process was carried out in a stainless-steel reactor such that hydrogen could be passed
through the material. The reduction was carried out for 4 h under a hydrogen flux of 120 cm3/s and a
temperature of 500 ◦C. After this process, the material was placed in a desiccator for 24 h. After the
material reached ambient temperature, it was ground and labelled as the reduced form of the catalyst
by the sol–gel method, and at the proper metal proportion (Ru or Au) of 1 wt.% or 3 wt.%. For the
oxidized state of the metal in the support, the product ready to be oxidized was calcined for 4 h at
500 ◦C. After that time, the material was placed in a desiccator for 24 h. Table 1 shows the list of the
prepared catalysts.

Table 1. List of catalyst prepared by sol–gel TiO2 support.

Catalyst ID Name Metal % of Metal Oxidation State of Metal

Sol–gel support - - Oxidized
P25 support - - Oxidized

Au 1R Au 1 Reduced
Au 3R Au 3 Reduced
Ru 1R Ru 1 Reduced
Ru 3R Ru 3 Reduced
Au 1O Au 1 Oxidized
Au 3O Au 3 Oxidized
Ru 1O Ru 1 Oxidized
Ru 3O Ru 3 Oxidized
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2.5. Characterisation Techniques

The synthesized nanomaterials were characterized by X-ray diffraction (XRD) to determine their
phases and crystallinity. This was carried out using an Empyrean by Malvern Panalytical, Almelo,
equipped with Cu-Kα radiation (λ = 0.154 nm). The surface area was calculated using the standard
Brunauer, Emmett, and Teller (BET) method using nitrogen physisorption in a Micromeritics ASAP
2020. With this equipment, the pore size distribution (PSD) was determined using the adsorption
branch of isotherms. TiO2 supports with gold and ruthenium nanoparticles at different percentages
were also analysed by XRD. By carrying out the deconvolution of the XRD spectra, it was possible to
calculate the particle size using the Debye–Scherrer Equation (1) [17].

τ =
Kλ
β cosθ

(1)

where τ is particle size; K is the shape factor, for this work = 0.9; λ is the X-ray wavelength; and β is
the line broadening at half the maximum intensity (FWHM), which was determined using Origin Pro
software (2018, Northampton, MA, USA). The multiple peak fit function was used with nonlinear
curve fitting and θ is the Bragg angle.

The presence of elements in the catalyst, the percentage of each element, and the oxidation state
of elements in the catalyst were determined using X-ray photoelectron spectrometry (XPS) Phoipos 150
and Raman spectroscopy (Cora 5500 Anton Paar). The atomic relations are based on the quantification
method [18] using Equation (2).

%n f =
(
Ii j/σi jKE0.7

)
/
∑(

Ii j/σi jKE0.7
)

(2)

where Iij is the peak area of the element to be analysed; σij is the relative sensitive factor, also known as
the Scofield photoemission cross section; and KE is the kinetic energy in eV pf the peak.

The UV–vis (UV–visible) spectrophotometer (Shimadzu UV-2600) was used to determine the
energy level of the band gap for all catalyst samples. In an investigation of the optical and electrical
properties of germanium, a method was proposed for determining the band gap using absorbance
plotted versus energy, using the Tauc method [19]. This was later used by Davis and Mott on
amorphous semiconductors. The difference between the energy and band gap is the strength of the
optical absorption, as shown in Equation (3).

(αhv)
1
n = A

(
hv− Eg

)
(3)

where h is Planck’s constant, ν is the photon’s frequency, α is the absorption coefficient, Eg is the
band gap energy, and A is a proportionality constant. For this experiment, n = 2 for indirect allowed
transitions. Thus, the basic procedure for the Tauc method is to plot absorbance for the sample in a
range of energies from below the band gap transition to above it, (αhν)1/n versus (hν).

The phase content of anatase and rutile was calculated thanks to the XRD intensity of the
characteristic peaks of the phases [20,21], as shown in Equation (4).

WA =
KAIA

(KAIA + IR)
(4)

where WA is the mole fractions of anatase; IA and IR are the X-ray integrated intensities of the anatase
and the rutile, respectively; and KA = 0.886.
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3. Results and Discussion

3.1. Support Characterisation

X-ray diffraction (XRD) was performed to determine the crystallinity of the elements that are
present in the catalyst. The first goal is to evaluate the content of the anatase and rutile phases in the
supports. In Figure 1, the diffraction spectra for TiO2 by sol–gel and P25 are shown. The characteristic
2θ angles for anatase are 25.28, 37.80, 48.05, 53.89, 62.35, 70.12, and 76.35 (JCPDS no. 21-1272), and those
for rutile are 27.45, 36.03, 41.23, 44.00, 54.52, 56.95, and 64.01 (JCPDS no. 21-1276) [22].
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Figure 1. (a) X-ray diffraction (XRD) for TiO2 support of sol–gel; (b) XRD for TiO2 P25.

The data show that there is a mix of anatase and rutile in the sol–gel support, where the anatase
content is more than 98%. The phase content was calculated using Equation (4), where the anatase
phase determination used the plane (101) for 25.28 degrees, and the rutile phase determination used
the plane (110) for 27.45 degrees. There are works reporting that anatase is a better photocatalyst than
rutile thanks to the longer (2x longer) exciton diffusion in anatase compared with rutile. There are three
main reasons why anatase is a better photocatalyst than rutile. Firstly, charge carriers may be trapped
and recombined at the interface. Secondly, in the interference, the lattice matching promotes some
stress in the support that could affect the surface diffusion. Thirdly, there could be some imperfections,
or defects, formed in the surface because of the lattice mismatch, and this leads to a variation in
thickness [23].

Another important aspect in the characterisation of the TiO2 support is the nitrogen physisorption
experiments. With these, it was found that the supports had a pore diameter of 264.11 Å (Angstrom)
(26.41 nm) and a surface area of 31.25 m2/g. This surface area is low compared with other TiO2 supports
reported by other authors [24], and is in the range of mixed support areas, but with a high concentration
of anatase. The ruthenium/anatase content affects the surface area, as it has been reported that, with a
support mixture of 80/20% anatase/rutile, the surface area was 70 m2/g; with 100% anatase, the surface
area was 250 m2/g; and with 100% rutile, the surface area was 126 m2/g. However, there is no direct
correlation between the surface area and photoactivity. For example, in the degradation of lactic
acid, the presence of anatase is more important than the surface area [24]. Therefore, to improve the
photocatalytic activity, the percentage of anatase in the support has a greater influence than the surface
area [23]. The isothermals for the sol–gel support are shown in Figure 2a,d. It can be deduced that
the sol–gel support acts as a Type IV for solid mesoporous materials with a Type H1 tie hysteresis
according to the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC); the pore distribution is
very narrow, like the geometry of an open cylinder in the extremes.



Processes 2020, 8, 1032 6 of 15Processes 2020, 8, x FOR PEER REVIEW 6 of 15 

 

  
(a) (b) 

  
(c) (d) 

Figure 2. The isothermals for the sol–gel support: (a) N2-physisorption isothermal for pore volume 
and pore diameter for the sol–gel support, (b) N2-physisorption isothermal for relative pressure and 
volume for the sol–gel support, (c) N2-physisorption isothermal for pore volume and pore diameter 
for P25 support, (d) N2-physisorption isothermal for relative pressure and volume for P25 support. 

3.2. Catalysts’ Characterisation 

3.2.1. X-Ray Diffraction (XRD) 

To determine the elements that are present in the catalyst, X-ray diffraction was carried out. The 
characteristic 2Ɵ angles for ruthenium are 27.3, 34.9, 40.4, 44.7, and 54.0 degrees [25]. However, in 
Figure 3a,c, which represent the catalysts with 1 and 3 wt.% ruthenium, respectively, the presence of 
ruthenium is not clear. This is because the size of the ruthenium nanocrystals is less than 3.0 nm and 
cannot be detected with X-ray diffraction, which is in accordance with the work of another author 
[26]. On the other hand, the characteristic 2Ɵ angles for anatase at 25.28, 37.80, 48.05, 53.89, 62.35, 
70.12, and 76.35 degrees, and for rutile at 27.45, 36.03, 41.23, 44.00, 54.52, 56.95, and 64.01 degrees, are 
clearly present [22]. 

In the case of the catalysts with 1 and 3 wt.% gold (Figure 3b,d), the characteristic peaks of rutile 
and anatase are also present, and the characteristic peaks of gold at 38.3, 44.6, 64.7, 77.7, and 81.8 
degrees are clear [13]. The difference in these catalysts is the intensity of the gold peaks; the higher 
the amount of gold at 3 wt.%, the higher the intensity of the peaks compared with the smaller amount 
of gold at 1 wt.%. 

Figure 2. The isothermals for the sol–gel support: (a) N2-physisorption isothermal for pore volume
and pore diameter for the sol–gel support, (b) N2-physisorption isothermal for relative pressure and
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3.2. Catalysts’ Characterisation

3.2.1. X-ray Diffraction (XRD)

To determine the elements that are present in the catalyst, X-ray diffraction was carried out.
The characteristic 2θ angles for ruthenium are 27.3, 34.9, 40.4, 44.7, and 54.0 degrees [25]. However,
in Figure 3a,c, which represent the catalysts with 1 and 3 wt.% ruthenium, respectively, the presence of
ruthenium is not clear. This is because the size of the ruthenium nanocrystals is less than 3.0 nm and
cannot be detected with X-ray diffraction, which is in accordance with the work of another author [26].
On the other hand, the characteristic 2θ angles for anatase at 25.28, 37.80, 48.05, 53.89, 62.35, 70.12, and
76.35 degrees, and for rutile at 27.45, 36.03, 41.23, 44.00, 54.52, 56.95, and 64.01 degrees, are clearly
present [22].

In the case of the catalysts with 1 and 3 wt.% gold (Figure 3b,d), the characteristic peaks of rutile
and anatase are also present, and the characteristic peaks of gold at 38.3, 44.6, 64.7, 77.7, and 81.8
degrees are clear [13]. The difference in these catalysts is the intensity of the gold peaks; the higher the
amount of gold at 3 wt.%, the higher the intensity of the peaks compared with the smaller amount of
gold at 1 wt.%.

With the XRD data and using the Debye–Scherrer equation, it was possible to calculate the particle
size of the catalysts, the results of which are shown in Table 2. All the particles have a size less than
100 nm; therefore, it can be called a nano-catalyst [27]. In previous works, it is reported that the XRD of
the supported Ru catalysts shows they display a similar behaviour to those of the corresponding TiO2
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support. There are no diffraction peaks of any form of Ru metal or oxides. It has been reported that the
presence of Ru with a small particle size may not be detected by XRD and is also viewed when Ru is
supported on a TiO2 support [26,28].
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Table 2. Particle size using the Debye–Scherrer equation with XRD data.

Catalyst ID Name Anatase (nm) Au (nm) Ru (nm)

Sol–gel support 24.08 - -
Au 1R 24.64 14.92 -
Au 3R 23.50 13.86 -
Ru 1R 20.85 - <10 *
Ru 3R 23.07 - <10 *
Au 1O 28.70 12.84 -
Au 3O 27.62 15.62 -
Ru 1O 24.25 - <10 *
Ru 3O 26.19 - <10 *

* The presence of Ru with a particle size less than 3.0 nm is beyond the XRD detection limits.

3.2.2. X-ray Photoelectron Spectrometry (XPS)

The XPS spectra of the catalysts of Ru 1–3 wt.% and Au 1–3 wt.% are shown in Figure 4. In each
figure, the energy levels are denoted, as well as the respective losses and the Auger electrons. For the
determination of the catalyst’s components, the cross section was used with a source of aluminium with
a special focus on the energy levels that are characteristic for each element [29]. The more characteristic
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energy levels for Ru are 3d, 3p, and 3s; for Au, they are 4f and 4d; for Ti, they are 2p, 2s, and 3p; and
for O, they are 1s and 2s. This is an important order for each element that will be analysed in the XPS.
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Figure 4. (a) X-ray photoelectron spectrometry (XPS) for catalyst for Ru at 1 wt.%; (b) XPS for catalyst
for Au at 1 wt.% (c) XPS for catalyst for Ru at 3 wt.%; (d) XPS for catalyst for Au at 3 wt.%.

Using the information given by the XPS spectra, it was possible to make the deconvolutions using
the AAnalyzer software by RDATAA to determine the oxidation state of the metal with the background
baseline analysis of the Shirley–Sherwood method [30]. The total area of the peak for oxygen 1s was
determined for each one of the catalysts. The information given by the main energy levels of each
element can enable the determination of the atomic relation of the element (metal) in the catalyst.
Table 3 summarises the percentage of the oxidation state of the metal in the catalyst and the atomic
relation to determine the amount of metal in the catalyst. The catalysts were made under a design
showing, in the atomic relation, a proper proportion of metal in the catalyst using Equation (2) and
XPS data. With the XPS analysis, it can concluded that there is a difference between the oxidized and
reduced state of the metal. The relation of the oxidation state in the catalysts is 70/30. That is, there is
not a pure oxidation state of the catalyst or a pure reduced state of the catalyst, but there is a mix of the
oxidation states of the metal.

An example of the spectra of an element in its oxidized and reduced state, and the oxygen content,
is shown in Figure 5a for Ru 3 wt.% oxidized, and Figure 5b for Ru 3 wt.% reduced. In these figures, it
can be seen that there is a chemical shift between the reduced and oxidized state of the metal, and it is
clear that the chemical shift in the reduced state is to the right, that is, to lower binding energy levels.

Figure 6 shows the oxygen 1s content of the Ru at 3 wt.%, both oxidized and reduced. By comparing
the oxidized and reduced forms (Figure 6a,b), the difference in the level of intensity of the oxygen
1s peak is remarkable; the oxidized state has a stronger intensity than the reduced intensity. In the
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oxidized form of the metal, the oxygen peak O 1s has an intensity around 50,000, and in the reduced
form of the metal, the oxygen peak O 1s has an intensity around 20,000. When comparing the peak
areas of the catalyst with oxygen, and the metal, at a characteristic binding energy, the relation between
the oxidized and reduced states can be calculated. Therefore, in this work, there is neither a pure
oxidized catalyst nor a pure reduced catalyst; proportions are around 70/30. This behaviour is also
present in the energy levels for gold in 4f because the chemical shift is also there and the amount of
oxygen between the oxidized and reduced state also has a different proportion of intensity (peak area)
in O 1s.

Table 3. X-ray photoelectron spectrometry (XPS) analysis to determine the oxidation state of the metal
and the atomic relation in the catalysts.

Catalyst ID Name Atomic Relation (%) Oxidation Metal (%)

Au 1R 1.3 <30
Au 3R 3.7 <30
Ru 1R 1.8 <30
Ru 3R 3.2 <30
Au 1O 1.3 >70
Au 3O 3.0 >70
Ru 1O 1.4 >70
Ru 3O 2.8 >70
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3.2.3. Raman Spectroscopy

The presence of anatase and rutile in the catalysts was corroborated with Raman spectra. Anatase
has representative peaks or active Raman modes at A 1g (515 cm−1), 2 B 1g (397, 519 cm−1), and 3 E
g (144, 197, 639 cm−1) [31]. Rutile modes are at A 1 g (612 cm−1), B 1 g (143 cm−1), B 2 g (826 cm−1),
and E g (447 cm−1) [32,33]. Figure 7 shows the Raman spectra of the catalyst of gold supported in
TiO2 in both the oxidized and reduced forms. The support that was prepared has 98% of anatase, as
shown in Figure 1. In Raman spectra, there is a behaviour of the catalyst if the rutile proportion in
the support is larger than we reported. This behaviour has been reported previously [34]. It appears
that the gold improves the rutile signal selectively, perhaps by a surface enrichment effect as used in
enhanced Raman spectroscopy. Regardless of the possible reasons, it implies that rutile always occurs
in proximity to the gold nanoparticles because no significant rutile formation is observed in Figure 7.
That explains the peak’s behaviour, but between the oxidized and reduced state of gold, there is a shift
in the Raman spectra. The anatase Eg (1) in the reduced state has a Raman shift of 144 versus the
anatase Eg (1) in the oxidized state with a Raman shift of 147. Between these two catalysts, a shift of
3 cm−1 is observed because of the oxidation process of the catalyst [35].
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Figure 7. Raman spectra for Au in the oxidized and reduced state of the metal.

In Figure 8, the Raman spectra of the ruthenium catalysts are shown. There is a shift between the
oxidized and reduced state of the metal, gold, the shift being 3 cm−1. The presence of ruthenium in the
catalyst is better explained with the peak at 528 cm−1. The Raman spectra of RuO2 are described by
three Raman models: Eg, A1g, and B2g at 523 cm−1, 640 cm−1, and 708 cm−1 respectively. The A1g and
B2g of ruthenium overlaps with the ones of anatase, which is why the observation of these peaks is
difficult in Ru/TiO2 [36]. The Raman shift of 10 cm−1 for rutile in Eg after adding ruthenium has been
described by the mechanical strains created from the disparities between the rutile phase of RuO2 and
TiO2 support, as both have rutile [37]. The reduction in H2 atmosphere of RuO2 to Ru0 also shifts the
position and width of the anatase. The width of the anatase peaks in reduced ruthenium is narrower
than in the oxidized ruthenium state, primarily the 2B1g mode of anatase at 197 cm−1.

3.3. UV/Vis for Band Gap

The absorbance of the catalysts was evaluated using UV/vis equipment and Figure 9 shows the
pattern of the absorbance versus the wavelength. The TiO2 support has two crystallisation forms,
anatase and rutile, with the band gap for each one being 3.26 eV and 3.05 eV, respectively [38].
The different crystallographic orientations of the same material may exhibit different activities [23].
In TiO2, the phase anatase has a larger band gap energy than rutile. This reduces the light absorbed,
but the valence band will increase to higher energy levels. The oxidation power increases and the
electron transfer from TiO2 to the substrate is facilitated [39,40]. Because of that, the catalyst with the
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larger band gap will have a better performance in UV light. To obtain the band gap, the graph was
plotted for ahv versus eV. Figure 10a shows the catalysts plots in the reduced state of the metal and
Figure 10b shows the catalysts plots in the oxidized state of the metal.
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Figure 10. (a) Catalysts plots in the reduced state of the metal and (b) catalysts plots in the oxidized
state of the metal.

From Figure 10, the band gap obtained for the catalysts is shown in Table 4 along with the band
gap energy and wavelengths that correspond to that band gap. The goal is to narrow the band gap
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of the catalyst to improve the optical absorption in the visible wavelength region. The UV region is
100–400 nm. For that, the UV-A region is 315–400 nm, the UV-B region is 280–315 nm, and the UV-C
region is 100–280 nm. The visible light region is 400–750 nm [41].

Table 4. Band gap energy and wavelengths.

Catalyst ID Name Band Gap (eV) Wavelengths (nm)

Rutile 3.05 406.5
Anatase 3.26 380.3

Sol-Gel Support 3.26 380.3
P25 3.20 387.8

Au 1R 3.25 381.5
Au 3R 3.24 382.7
Ru 1R 3.21 386.2
Ru 3R 3.13 396.1
Au 1O 3.27 379.1
Au 3O 3.25 381.5
Ru 1O 3.21 386.2
Ru 3O 3.11 399.0

From Table 4, there are two catalysts that have a band gap near to the visible light region.
These catalysts are ruthenium supported on TiO2 at 3 wt.% in both the reduced and oxidized metal
state, and these catalysts could have some activity in visible light. The outcomes for the band gap
indicate that all the catalysts can respond to UV light. For UV light alone, the better rated band gap
catalysts are the Au, either 1 wt.% or 3 wt.%, but in the oxidized form of the metal.

4. Conclusions

In the work presented, the sol–gel method with alkoxide was used to obtain an effective support
for a TiO2 catalyst with a high content of anatase. Fabrication of the support was accomplished through
the use of gold or ruthenium at various concentrations and oxidation states. Unlike commercial anatase
supports, the catalyst support reported here exhibited lower surface area, which is detrimental for
catalytic capacity. The support fabricated for these investigations was mesoporous with a narrow pore
distribution that resembled open cylinders at the extremes.

XRD analysis of the catalysts showed the presence of metals at the designed proportion.
XPS analysis was used to detect particle sizes with 15 nm diameters, and support structures at
25 nm. In XPS analysis, the ruthenium is detectable with the proper designed proportion, which is
shown in the atomic relation of the catalyst. In addition, all the designed catalysts showed, in the
atomic relation, a proper proportion of metal in the catalyst. With the XPS analysis, it can concluded
that there is a difference between the oxidized and reduced state of the metal. The relation of the
oxidation state in the catalysts is 70/30. That is, there is not a pure oxidation state of the catalyst or a
pure reduced state of the catalyst, there is a mix of both oxidation states of the metal.

The Raman analysis confirmed the presence of anatase, as well as gold and ruthenium. In addition,
the proportions of metals in the catalyst are the designed ones and agree with those calculated in the
XPS analysis regarding the metal content and the proportion of the metallic oxidation states. At this
point, the catalysts were characterized and found to be in accordance with the design. The goal is to
know the photocatalytic activity of each catalyst. The anatase content indicates that photoactivity
in the UV region will be take place. With UV/vis analysis, the photoactivity of the catalysts was
determined for the UV region and for the UV/visible region. The best catalyst for the UV region is
the Au/TiO2 at 1 wt.% in the oxidized state of the metal. Thanks to the aggregation of the metals, the
dosage, and the oxidation state of the metals, the best photocatalytic activity in the visible region is
achieved with Ru/TiO2 at 3 wt.% in the oxidized state of the metal. It can be concluded that, for the
UV region, the better catalysts are the gold content ones in the oxidized state of metal; while for the
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UV/visible region, the better catalysts are the ruthenium content ones in the oxidized state of metal.
The oxidized state of the metal is preferred for both the UV region and the UV/visible region. For
the UV region, the gold content catalyst is preferred and, for the UV/visible region, the ruthenium
catalysts are preferred. In the future, it is recommended that photocatalytic degradation of the organic
components be carried out so that the catalytic performance of the catalysts can be evaluated.
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